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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recognizes the benefits 
that an engaged public brings to the Superfund cleanup process. 
The Agency is committed to providing opportunities for public 
participation so that the people whose lives have been impacted by 
hazardous waste sites, and the EPA’s actions to clean them up, have a 
say in what happens in their community.  

In keeping with that commitment, this Community Involvement Plan 
(CIP) has been developed to facilitate two-way dialogue between 
the communities affected by the Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund 
Site in Nassau, New York, and the EPA to encourage community 
involvement in site activities. Specifically, the CIP provides an overview 
of the issues and concerns that are foremost in people’s minds related 
to the cleanup, and the outreach tools and techniques that the EPA 
uses to share information and to inform and involve the public in the 
cleanup decision-making process. It is based on a series of community 
interviews with residents, elected officials, agency representatives, 
and other stakeholders in the Nassau and Schodack communities, 
combined with the EPA’s cleanup guidance.     

The CIP is an evolving document and will be updated or revised as site 
conditions change to ensure that opportunities for public participation 
continue throughout the cleanup process. The revision process 
may include conducting additional community interviews, updating 
mailing lists, investigating the designated repository, and updating the 
contacts and resources provided in the Appendices of the CIP. 

CIP Organization              
This CIP describes a range of suggested community involvement and 
outreach tools and activities that have been identified by the EPA in 
consultation with key stakeholders. The CIP’s purpose is to serve as a 
roadmap for the EPA in providing opportunities for public information 
and input regarding the investigation, planning, and cleanup of the 
Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site. 

Chapter One discusses the questions and concerns raised during the 
community interviews. Items in parentheses (Item Number, page) refer 
to sections of Chapter Two’s Action Plan where the reader can find 
more specific information about how the EPA will inform or involve the 
public during the cleanup.  

Chapter Two is the Action Plan that identifies the tools that will 
be used by the EPA to promote greater public participation and 

Goals
The goals for this Community 
Involvement Plan for the Dewey 
Loeffel Landfill Superfund                  
Site include: 

•	 Broadening the base of involved 
individuals and groups by 
identifying stakeholders early in                         
the process;

•	 Building trust by focusing on 
personal contact, dialogue, and 
mutual education; 

•	 Obtaining meaningful public input 
during the course of the Superfund 
cleanup process, beginning with 
the site investigation.

These goals will be                      
implemented by meeting                 
specific objectives, including: 

•	 Educating the public and other 
key stakeholders about the Dewey 
Loeffel Landfill cleanup; 

•	 Gaining an understanding 
of stakeholder concerns                    
and interests; 

•	 Allowing for public input and 
ensuring public needs and 
concerns are considered in                    
the process; 

•	 Keeping interested parties 
informed of work progress. 

Introduction
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Introduction

awareness. Many of these tools are commonly used 
by the EPA at Superfund sites to actively engage the 
public, and have been selected based on the identified 
community needs in the Dewey Loeffel Superfund 
site-area and on the recommendations of the various 
stakeholders. The EPA’s guidance for Community 
Involvement at Superfund Sites is available via the Web 
at http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/cag/pdfs/
ci_handbook.pdf.

Chapter Three presents the anticipated timeline or 
time frames for cleanup activities and the associated 
opportunities for community involvement. 

The Appendices include relevant historical information 
about the site, a community profile, an overview of 
the Superfund cleanup process, information about the 
contamination at the site and previously implemented 
cleanup activities, a list of acronyms, a glossary, key 
contacts, and a site map. 

*Words in green are defined in Appendix 7

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/cag/pdfs/ci_handbook.pdf
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Chapter 1
Community Issues and Concerns

Community Input      
Most of the questions raised during 
the community interviews focused 
on the spread of contamination and 
potential health impacts. 

•	 Has the ground water 
contamination plume 
spread beyond what was                     
previously identified?

•	 Are the cancers and other health 
conditions reported by residents 
living near the landfill attributable 
to the contamination?

•	 Is the slurry wall around the landfill 
containing the contaminated 
ground water as intended?

•	 Has area wildlife been affected by 
the contamination, and what are 
the potential food chain impacts? 

•	 Is vapor intrusion a concern for 
people with contaminated wells?

•	 Is Nassau Lake water full of PCBs?
•	 How much of a health concern 

is the contamination from the 
landfill for the people that live on                 
the lake?

•	 How many people continue to 
consume fish from Nassau Lake?

•	 Are the PCBs in the soil and 
sediment around the lake                    
off-gassing into the air?

•	 Are PCBs from the roads 
contributing to contamination              
of the lake?

•	 What are the options for 
permanently addressing                      
the contamination?

•	 What are the limitations on what 
can be done to clean up the site?

•	 Will the responsible parties have 
to pay for the entire cleanup?

Community Issues and Concerns
Community interviews are the cornerstone of the CIP and provide 
EPA staff with essential historical perspective and insight into the 
issues that are most important to the people impacted by Superfund 
cleanups. During interviews with local residents, elected officials and 
other interested parties, the EPA gathers a list of issues and questions 
the community is concerned about so that they can be considered 
during the cleanup process, and particularly when a cleanup remedy                      
is proposed.

In order to understand the Dewey Loeffel Site community, the EPA and 
its Technical Assistance Services for Communities (TASC) contractor, 
Skeo Solutions, conducted a number of stakeholder interviews in 2011. 
Local residents, property owners, activists, representatives from state 
and federal agencies, and municipal officials were interviewed. Each 
interview consisted of approximately 20 questions and covered many 
different topics. Over the course of about 20 community interviews, 
residents and other stakeholders expressed a wide range of issues 
and concerns related to the perceived impacts of the contamination 
and expectations for the cleanup. Their responses showed a high-level 
knowledge about the site’s history, and many of those interviewed 
have been actively engaged in discussions about the cleanup of the 
Dewey Loeffel site for decades. In general, people want the cleanup 
to be permanent, safe, and efficient in its planning, execution, and 
supervision, and comprehensive in its approach.  

The community interviews revealed a number of common concerns. 
The responses are grouped into six categories, although many 
responses cross category boundaries: 1) Extent of Contamination, 2) 
Health Concerns and Ecological Impacts, 3) Logistical and Procedural 
Site Safety Issues, 5) Property Value Impacts, and 6) Superfund Process 
and Community Input.

Extent of Contamination    
The interviewees have significant concerns about whether the 
extent of the contamination originating from the Site has been fully 
characterized. Generally speaking, individuals are concerned about 
the continuing migration of contaminants that may impact soil, surface 
water, sediment, ground water, and nearby landowners.  These topics 
will be covered in detail in the Remedial Investigation Report (RI 
Report) (discussed in “Technical Documents,” which is Item 12, Pages 
16-17) and in the fact sheet (Item 1, Page 13) for the RI Report.
Most of the people the EPA spoke with were very knowledgeable 
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about the history of the site and the work that has 
already been conducted by the State of New York 
and General Electric (GE) due to the state-led cleanup 
and the well-attended informational meetings that 
have been hosted by the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), the New 
York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) and the 
EPA. Despite the amount of information that is already 
known, several people said that they felt it is important 
that the EPA take a fresh look at the site and gather new 
data so that the Agency can independently evaluate 
cleanup options. As part of the Remedial Investigation/
Feasibility Study (RI/FS) (Item 12, Pages 16-17), the 
EPA designs a thorough investigation of the site that 
evaluates the extent of contamination and the types and 
concentrations of contaminants. This usually involves air, 
soil, surface water and/or ground water sampling. The 
results of the investigation, including sampling, will be 
included in the RI/FS report that will be posted online 
(Item 5, Page 14) and will be available at the Information 
Repository (Item 6, Page 14). Given the history of the 
Dewey Loeffel site, and the vast amount of data that 
already exists, a more focused sampling program may 
be appropriate.

Nearly everyone interviewed stressed the importance of 
protecting the ground water aquifer and ensuring that 
the ground water plume does not spread beyond the 
previously identified residential ground water wells. The 
EPA investigation of the ground water contamination 
components of the Dewey Loeffel Site began shortly 
after the site was added to the National Priorities List 
(NPL) in spring 2011. As part of the investigation, the 
EPA installed five new ground water monitoring wells 
to further evaluate ground water and contaminants. 
A report summarizing the results of the ground water 
investigations was prepared in April 2012. Based on 
the findings of the report, additional ground water 
investigations may be necessary. The report results will 
be discussed during public meetings (Item 2, Page 13), 
posted online (Item 5, Page 14), and will be available 

at the Information Repository (Item 6, Page 14).  A 
thorough analysis of a range of cleanup options to 
address the ground water component of the site will be 
located in the Feasibility Study Report (FS Report) (Item 
12, Pages 16-17) and in the Proposed Plan.

In addition to concerns related to exposure to 
trichloroethylene (TCE) through residential ground 
water wells, several individuals are also concerned 
about vapor intrusion. Vapor intrusion is defined as 
vapor-phase migration of volatile organic compounds or 
volatile inorganic compounds into occupied buildings 
from underlying contaminated ground water or soil. 
In 2010, GE began assessing the impacted residences 
along Central Nassau Road for potential volatile organic 
compound (VOC) vapor intrusion concerns. The results 
of that evaluation were prepared by GE and submitted 
to NYSDEC. The report is available in NYSDEC’s 
document repository at the Nassau Free Library. EPA 
will evaluate the results of the testing as part of the RI 
and will work with the PRP and landowners to evaluate 
additional properties, as needed. The Remedial 
Investigation (RI) Report (Item 12, Pages 16-17), will 
describe all areas sampled during the RI.

Another concern is about contamination spreading 
due to stormwater runoff, and potential impacts on 
the watershed. Surface water samples have been 
collected in the past and most recently in 2011 by GE 
(under existing agreements with the NYSDEC). The 
results are presented in a report dated November 2011. 
Sediment samples have also been collected in previous 
investigations. The RI Report will review all of this data 
and evaluate the need for additional data to ensure 
that the pathway has been completely investigated.                 

Community Issues and Concerns

Information Repository 
Nassau Free Library
18 Church Street
Nassau, NY 12123
518-766-2715
http://www.nassaufreelibrary.org/

Contaminants Found at the Dewey 
Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site:
 
All chemicals are defined in Appendix 4
•	 Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) from the site 

have migrated to downstream surface water 
bodies, resulting in contamination of sediments 
and several species of fish

•	 Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are the 
primary contaminants within the ground water
•	 Trichloroethylene (TCE) 
•	 Benzene
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Nassau Lake. Photo by: NYSDEC

Community Issues and Concerns

The EPA’s Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan (Item 12, 
Pages 16-17) will describe and evaluate ways to address 
the surface water pathway and any contamination that 
may be present. 

A number of interviewees called for an investigation 
of the stability of the clay slurry wall surrounding the 
Site, based on its age and questions about whether it 
is effectively controlling the flow of ground water at the 
contaminated site. The slurry wall will be evaluated as 
part of the RI. The necessity of any actions with respect 
to the slurry wall will be dependent on the findings of 
the RI and on the final remedy selected for the site. 

Many of the interviewees are concerned about 
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contamination both 
on and off-site. Several individuals provided anecdotal 
accounts of PCB oil being used on area roads around 
the site in the 1960’s and 1970’s to control dust. 
Concerns were raised about health impacts from 
potential PCB contamination, and questions were 
raised about whether PCBs on the roadways could be 

contributing to the contamination of Nassau Lake. In 
the 1980s the NYSDOH conducted soil testing on Mead 
Road and several other nearby roads, however, some of 
the interviewees expressed concerns that the previous 
studies were not sufficient due to road maintenance and 
requests were made for the EPA to conduct additional 
sampling. The results of any soil sampling will be 
discussed in the RI report. The health risks associated 
with exposure to PCBs in the air, soil, and water will be 
a component of the Human Health Risk Assessment 
(HHRA) (Item 12, Pages 16-17) that will be conducted as 
part of the RI/FS.

A few people felt that the community is overly 
focused on PCBs and that there is not enough of an 
understanding of what the contaminants are that are 
impacting ground water and surface water, and how 
those contaminants may impact human health and the 
environment. EPA uses risk assessment to characterize 
the nature and magnitude of health risks to humans 
(e.g., residents, workers, recreational visitors) and 
ecological receptors (e.g., birds, fish, wildlife) from 
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Community Issues and Concerns

chemical contaminants and other stressors that may 
be present in the environment. The Human Health 
and Ecological Risk Assessment for the Dewey Loeffel 
site will be posted online (Item 5, Page 14) and will be 
available at the Information Repository (Item 6, Page 14). 
The EPA may also produce a fact sheet or handout (Item 
1, page 13) summarizing and providing details about the 
risk assessments.

Health Concerns                                 
and Ecological Impacts                                       
By far, most issues and concerns are centered on 
questions about potential short-term and long-term 
human health impacts from the site. Questions and 
concerns about TCE and PCB exposure and toxicity 
were most frequently noted.

A number of those interviewed reported having 
health problems or provided anecdotal accounts of 
local residents that have been similarly impacted by 
reproductive problems, developmental impairments, 
leukemia or other cancers, and have questions about 
whether the site caused or contributed to their 
compromised health. Over a ten year period (1989-
1998), the New York State Department of Health 
(NYSDOH) performed a cancer incidence evaluation of 
people who live in the zip codes adjacent to Nassau 
Lake and the Site. They concluded that cancer rates 
within the zip code boundaries are consistent with the 
cancer rates you would expect to find in other parts 
of the state. Despite the NYSDOH findings, several 
of the interviewees are concerned that that the zip 
code study used too large of a geographical area and 
pointed to informal surveys conducted by members of 
the community that documented the health problems 
of the people who live near the landfill and of those 
whose wells have been impacted by the ground water 
contamination from the site. 

In May 2003, the U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry’s (ATSDR) released a Health 
Consultation on the Dewey Loeffel Landfill. The 
evaluation was conducted in response to requests 
received from Rensselaer County and Senator Charles 
Schumer. The ATSDR is the federal public health agency 
whose mission is to prevent adverse human health 
effects that result from hazardous waste exposure. The 
ATSDR produces toxicological profiles on a wide range 
of contaminants. The toxicological profiles for the 
contaminants of concern at this site are available in the 
Information Repository (Item 6, Page 14).

On January 24, 2012, the NYSDOH and the ATSDR 
released a Public Comment Draft Health Consultation, 
which updates the 2003 information on human exposure 
pathways and includes discussions on the cancer 
incidence study; ground water; soil vapor intrusion; fish 
consumption; ambient air; and surface water, sediments 
and soils. The report also includes recent environmental 
monitoring data for off-site ground water and private 
well-water. The report is available at the Nassau Library 
and is also available online. According to the NYSDOH, 
the purpose of the Health Consultations is to provide 
the community with information about whether and how 
people may have come in contact with contaminants 
from the site and any potential health risks.

New York State Department of Health

January 2012 Public Health Consultation, Public 
Comment Draft

http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/
investigations/dewey/

U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry’s (ATSDR) Toxicological 
Profiles for contaminants found at the 
Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site:          

PCBs: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/
tp.asp?id=142&tid=26

VOCs: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/
toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7

TCE: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/
tf.asp?id=172&tid=30

Benzene: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/
tf.asp?id=38&tid=14

http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/investigations/dewey/
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/tp.asp?id=142&tid=26
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tf.asp?id=172&tid=30
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tf.asp?id=38&tid=14
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The EPA’s Baseline Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) (Item 12, 
Pages 16-17) is a study of the various ways people might be in contact 
with contamination and is a calculation of how likely it is that human 
health effects might occur now or in the future because of exposure to 
site contamination. The primary purpose of the baseline human health 
risk assessment is to provide risk managers and the community with an 
understanding of the potential human health risks posed by the site 
in the absence of any cleanup, removal action or institutional controls 
such as a fish consumption advisory. The baseline risk assessment will 
characterize the current and potential threats to human health and the 
environment that may be posed by contaminants spreading to or in 
ground water, or surface water, releasing to air, leaching through soil, 
remaining in the soil, and bioaccumulating in the food chain. It will be 
a part of the RI Report (Item 12, Pages 16-17).

Some people expressed concerns about the frequency of well testing 
for the properties that have been affected by the ground water plume 
and stressed the importance of drinkable water for impacted residents.
Four residential drinking water wells on Central Nassau Road and one 
north of the Site have been impacted by VOCs. The water from these 
wells is treated by carbon adsorption units installed, maintained, and 
routinely monitored by GE. The EPA will oversee the treatment of the 
wells until a final remedy is identified. The Feasibility Study will use 
data from the RI and risk assessments to evaluate options for cleaning 
up the site.  

Risks to human health due to the consumption of fish from Nassau 
Lake was also raised as a concern by several of the interviewees. 
Despite the “Don’t Eat” NYSDOH health advisory for Nassau Lake, 
several people stated that it is well known that some people continue 
to eat the fish that they catch. Signage posted near the shoreline of 
the lake is one tool that has been used by NYSDOH to alert people to 
the risks, but some of the signs have reportedly been taken down. In 
order to track contamination in the lake, the interviewees stated that 
the fish studies should continue. NYSDEC and GE have been sampling 
the fish and biota in the Nassau lake drainage basin since 1979. The 
2010 fish data is available in NYSDEC’s site documents at the Nassau 
Free Library. The EPA expects to formalize an agreement with GE 
to continue to sample fish in the lake and tributaries. The EPA will 
evaluate the need for modifications to the fish sampling plan as part of 
the RI.

Community concern about the contamination of wildlife, and potential 
food chain impacts, was the catalyst for a bill introduced in the New 
York State Legislature in 2011 that would evaluate aquatic, riparian 
and terrestrial animals around the Dewey Loeffel landfill site and 
test for the presence of contaminants. As part of the RI/FS, the 
EPA will conduct an Ecological Risk Assessment. The EPA performs 
the Ecological Risk Assessment to find out what the possibility is 
that contaminants in the environment will cause harm, now or in 

Community Issues and Concerns

Risk assessment answers 
four basic questions: 
                        
1. Is there a risk?
2. Who is at risk?
3. How great is the risk?
4. What is causing the risk?

For more information about 
Waste and Cleanup Risk 
Assessment visit: 

http://www.epa.gov/swerrims/
riskassessment/index.htm

http://www.epa.gov/swerrims/riskassessment/index.htm
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the future, to animals that come into contact with 
them. The Ecological Risk Assessment will assess the 
risks to both terrestrial and aquatic organisms and 
aquatic-dependent wildlife exposed to environmental 
contaminants. The risk assessment provides the 
community and decision makers with an understanding 
of the potential ecological risks posed by contamination 
at a hazardous waste site in the absence of any cleanup.  
The results of the Human Health and Ecological Risk 
Assessments are then used by Superfund risk managers 
to determine whether there is a need to take remedial 
action. The results of the risk assessment are shared 
with community members in the RI/FS Report and in the 
Proposed Plan (Item 12, Pages 16-17).

Logistical and Procedural 
Site Safety Issues        
By and large, the towns of Nassau and Schodack have 
supported the Superfund listing, however, there are 
some issues and concerns about how the EPA will 
conduct its work, and what impact project activities will 
have on the towns throughout the cleanup process. 

Specifically, logistical and safety concerns have been 
raised regarding the handling of contaminated material 
on site. In addition, requests have been made for the 
improvement of the roadway leading to and from the 
landfill to ensure safe passage of project vehicles that 
may contain contaminated liquids. Improvements to the 
roadways were reviewed by the EPA and are planned 
for 2012. The EPA plans to stabilize portions of Mead 
Road due to the increase in tanker truck traffic following 
winterization of the ground water extraction system. 

In April 2012, the EPA reached an agreement with 
two of the responsible parties, GE and SI Group, for 
the companies to take over the collection and proper 
disposal of contaminated ground water and liquid 
leaching from the landfill and to construct a pump-and-
treat system adjacent to the landfill, with EPA oversight. 
Once operational, the new pump-and-treat system will 
eliminate the need for off-site trucking and disposal. 
The EPA will continue to keep town officials apprised of 
planned site activities and necessary site improvements 
to ensure the safety of workers and nearby residents 
throughout the cleanup.  

During sampling and cleanup activities, a Health and 

Safety Plan (HASP) addresses worker safety for the EPA’s 
consultants. The HASP will be updated throughout 
each phase of the project and will be available in the 
Information Repository (Item 6, Page 14). Worker safety 
for the companies’ operations is not directly covered 
by the EPA’s cleanup authority. Worker safety is covered 
under Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) rules. 

Property Value and 
Other Financial Impacts                        
While some community members are intensely 
concerned about potential health impacts from the 
contamination, others are equally concerned about 
the resulting impacts on property values. Despite the 
fact that Nassau is a lakeside community in commuting 
distance to the New York State Capitol of Albany, 
many of the interviewees believe that the area hasn’t 
experienced the economic boom that other lakeside 
communities have because it has been stigmatized 
as a known toxic waste site. There have been other 
financial consequences as well. Several people noted 
the unfair tax burden that Nassau residents have had 
to carry as a result of depressed property values and 
stalled economic development.  The town has also had 
to make up for lost tax revenue due to devaluation of 
contaminated properties. This lost revenue was the 
catalyst for a 2011 bill introduced in the state legislature 
that would allow for state reimbursement for lost tax 
revenue due to the devaluation of land as a result 
of contamination from the Dewey Loeffel site. A few 
individuals noted that local business owners have also 
been impacted by the perception that the whole area             
is contaminated. 

A number of the people interviewed noted that they 
are aware that Superfund is based on the polluter 
pays principle and are pleased that the EPA has at 
its disposal full enforcement authority to compel the 
Potentially Responsible Parties (PRP’s) to pay for and/
or conduct the cleanup. At this time, the EPA has 
identified three PRPs for the Dewey Loeffel site: General 
Electric (GE), Bendix Corporation (now Honeywell) 
and Schenectady Chemicals (now SI Group). In the 
future, if any of the PRPs conduct work at the Site, 
such work would be conducted under a negotiated 
Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) or under 
a Unilateral Administrative Order (UAO), with EPA 

Community Issues and Concerns
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oversight. Several people also called for complete cleanup, with no 
sign-offs by the responsible parties for any off-site contaminated areas 
created by the Dewey Loeffel Landfill. 

Superfund Process,  
Timeline and Community Input              
Several people expressed frustration at what they perceive to 
be a lack of cleanup progress before the site was added to the 
federal Superfund list, and stated that it will be important that 
people understand the steps in the Superfund process, and what 
work is underway. The interviewees noted they are willing to see 
the Superfund process through, provided they are kept current on 
the investigations and feel that progress is being made toward a 
permanent solution to address the contamination. The majority of 
interviewees also stressed the importance of decisive action and 
prioritizing permanent remediation. The EPA will hold public meetings, 
meet with stakeholder groups and prepare fact sheets and community 
updates periodically in an ongoing effort to keep people informed 
about project activities and cleanup progress.

Many people want all of the contamination to be completely removed 
from the site, and from the off-site areas that have been impacted by 
contamination from the site. Another concern focused on ensuring 
that any proposed pump-and-treat system for removing contaminants 
from landfill liquids and ground water be sited near, rather than on, 
the landfill so that all cleanup options can be evaluated. In April 2012, 
the EPA reached an agreement with two of the responsible parties, GE 
and SI Group, for the companies to take over the collection and the 
removal of contaminated ground water and liquids seeping from the 
landfill. As part of the agreement, the companies will also construct a 
treatment plant adjacent to the landfill. The pump and treat system will 
be constructed by the responsible parties, under EPA oversight, while 
the EPA’s investigation of the site continues. This system may be further 
modified based on the findings of the RI and the final cleanup 
remedy chosen.

The cleanup timeframe is also important to many people. General 
project timeframes are located in Chapter 3, Page 21 of this CIP. Due 
to the long history of the Dewey Loeffel site, some of the interviewees 
said that they wanted the EPA to proceed as quickly as possible toward 
a cleanup. Others cautioned that the EPA shouldn’t move too quickly 
because there should be opportunities for public review of work plans 
and data. During the Superfund cleanup process, there are certain 
actions and activities that require a formal public comment period, 
which are documented in Appendix 3. The EPA will provide additional 
opportunities for the public to review and provide input on other 
cleanup documents based on community interest. 

Several people want to be provided with an opportunity to comment 

Community Issues and Concerns

Polluter Pays  
The EPA is committed to ensuring 
that those who are responsible 
for hazardous waste sites take the 
lead in cleanup, when appropriate, 
throughout the Superfund 
cleanup process.

What is the purpose of  the 
Superfund enforcement process?
     
The Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLA) provides a broad range 
of enforcement authorities that 
the EPA can use to meet the goals 
of the Superfund program. Under 
these authorities the EPA can:

•	  Search a Potentially Responsible 
Party’s (PRP) property; 

•	  Order PRPs to clean up sites; 
•	  Negotiate settlements with 

PRPs to fund or perform site                 
cleanup; and 

•	  Take legal action if the PRPs do 
not perform or pay for cleanup.            

Information about Superfund’s 
liability structure can be found 
on the web at: http://www.epa.
gov/oecaerth/cleanup/superfund/
liability.html

General information about the 
Superfund enforcement process, 
enforcement authorities, and 
enforcement tools is available 
in the fact sheet The Superfund 
Enforcement Process: How 
it Works: 

http://www.epa.gov/compliance/
resources/policies/cleanup/
superfund/fs-howitworks-rpt.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/oecaerth/cleanup/superfund/liability.html
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/policies/cleanup/superfund/fs-howitworks-rpt.pdf
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EPA uses the following 
nine criteria when                      
choosing a remedy: 
 
Nine Criteria

•	 Overall protection of human 
health and the environment

•	 Compliance with Applicable 
and/or Relevant and 
Appropriate Requirements 
(ARARs)

•	 Long-term effectiveness               
and performance

•	 Reduction of toxicity, mobility, 
or volume through treatment

•	 Short-term effectiveness
•	 Implementability
•	 Cost
•	 State acceptance
•	 Community acceptance

These criteria are emphasized 
in the Proposed Plan and FS 
(Item 12, Pages 16-17).

on the cleanup options and the available technologies to address 
the contamination. During the Feasibility Study component of the 
Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) (Item 12, Pages 16-
17), there is an evaluation of cleanup alternatives that looks at the 
goals of the cleanup and the potential treatment, resource recovery, 
and containment technologies that can satisfy the goals. The various 
technologies are then screened based on nine criteria (see box on left). 
The RI/FS report will be available online (Item 5, Page 14) and at the 
Information Repository (Item 6, Page 14). The EPA may also produce 
a fact sheet (Item 1, Page 13) that discusses the evaluation of cleanup 
alternatives component of the FS.

Following the completion of the RI/FS, the EPA will initiate one of 
the most important community involvement activities: the receipt of 
public comments on the EPA’s Proposed Plan (Item 12, Page 17). The 
Proposed Plan summarizes the contamination that has been found, 
compares the various ways that the contamination can be cleaned up, 
and identifies one preferred alternative that the EPA thinks balances 
all considerations. The Proposed Plan process includes a minimum 
30-day comment period (Item 9, Pages 15-16). A fact sheet is also 
prepared that summarizes the Plan, compares the potential cleanup 
alternatives using the EPA’s nine evaluation criteria and identifies the 
EPA’s preferred remedy. The Proposed Plan and fact sheet will be 
posted online (Item 5, Page 14) and will be available at the Information 
Repository (Item 6, Page 14). Notification of the Proposed Plan 
comment period and public meeting, as well as other EPA meetings 
will be made to those on the EPA’s postal mailing list and e-mail list 
(Items 7 and 8, Page 15), and through public notices in the newspaper 
(Item 10, Page 16).   

When the EPA makes a final decision about which cleanup methods 
it will use, it creates a document that explains how it has addressed 
the public comments that were received on the Proposed Plan. This 
document is called a Responsiveness Summary, and it is a part of the 
EPA’s decision document called a Record of Decision (ROD) (Item 12, 
Page 17). The ROD is part of the Administrative Record and will be 
posted online and available at the Information Repository (Item 6, 
Page 14).

Community Issues and Concerns
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The Action Plan                     
During the community interviews, the EPA asked community members 
to identify the ways that they would like to receive information and 
how they would like to provide input into the cleanup decision-making 
process. This included a discussion of how the EPA can reach the 
largest number of people in the community who are interested in 
becoming involved in discussions about the cleanup of the site. Many 
people requested that the EPA provide frequent and informative 
communication and public education throughout the cleanup process. 
They said that this communication should involve elected officials 
and community groups. Based on the feedback received during the 
community interviews, this section describes the specific activities and 
resources that the EPA will use to help the community be engaged and 
actively involved in the cleanup process. 

1. Fact Sheets, Community Updates, and Flyers
Fact Sheets and Community Updates are the EPA’s principal method 
of providing site-related information to the community. They are 
short (2-4 page) documents, written in non-technical language, that 
often summarize larger, technical documents or provide an update 
on project status or individual elements of the remedy. They include 
EPA contact information and refer people to the internet and library 
for more technical information. They may also serve to inform the 
community about upcoming EPA-sponsored meetings or events. 

The EPA will create Fact Sheets and develop Community Updates as 
events dictate or in response to community requests for specific kinds 
of information. Fact Sheets and Community Updates will be posted 
on the Dewey Loeffel Web page (http://www.epa.gov/region2/
superfund/npl/dewey/) and may be distributed to the project mailing 
list, sent electronically by email, or made available at public meetings. 
They will also be provided to the town for posting on the Nassau town 
website. 

2. Public Meetings
The EPA holds public meetings at various milestones and at the 
request of the community. The public meetings are organized to 
convey Site information via presentations and discussions, and to 
answer questions from community members. Each meeting will be 
structured to fit its purpose by using different formats (e.g. town 
hall meetings, open houses, informal roundtables, PowerPoint 
presentations, etc.). The Dewey Loeffel Superfund Site Kick-off 
Meeting was held on March 24, 2011. Public meeting locations are 
listed in Appendix 5.

The Dewey Loeffel 
community involvement 
plan focuses on the 
following audiences:

•	 Residents near the site
•	 Other stakeholders, including 

the TAG group; other 
community organizations, 
businesses, recreational users, 
and neighboring property 
owners who are interested in or 
affected by the site

•	 Elected and administrative 
officials of local, state and 
federal agencies serving the 
site community

       

Chapter 2
Community Involvement Action Plan

http://www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/dewey/
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3. Stakeholder Group Interaction
The EPA will coordinate with and upon request, attend meetings 
of stakeholder groups. This interaction helps ensure that members 
of these organizations receive the information that they need and 
that the EPA receives their input and understands their concerns. 
Interaction with stakeholder groups builds bridges of communication 
and encourages information sharing. The EPA will make every effort to 
accommodate meeting requests, based on agency availability.

4. Coordination with Local Government and Other    
    Agencies

The EPA will coordinate with local government and other state and 
federal agencies to keep them informed of project activities and issues 
that may impact their constituencies. The EPA will keep an open line of 
communication with local officials and agency staff via meetings and 
regular dialogue to obtain feedback on their concerns. Communication 
with these representatives will continue through the life of the project. 

5. Web Site
The EPA has created a Web page specifically for this Site. The Web 
page includes electronic copies of the EPA’s investigation documents 
and will be one location for viewing the proposed cleanup plans as 
they are developed. The EPA will update the web page on a regular 
basis. Notice of all public meetings, forums, and availability sessions 
and announcements related to the project will be posted. 

Please visit the website at: http://www.epa.gov/region2/
superfund/npl/dewey/

6. Information Repository and Administrative Record
A site information repository has been established in the town of 
Nassau. The Information Repository includes fact sheets, work plans, 
reports and other information to help the public understand the site 
study process. Electronic copies on compact disk are available for 
some documents as well. To browse or check-out site documents, 
please visit the Information Repository at: 

Nassau Free Library
18 Church Street
Nassau, NY 12123
518-766-2715
http://www.nassaufreelibrary.org/

When the EPA is ready to formally propose a cleanup action, it must 
collect every document that was used to develop and analyze the 
proposed action. This collection of technical documents is called 
the Administrative Record, and it will be located in the Information 
Repository. There is a specific Administrative Record for every 
proposed cleanup action.

Points of Contact

Whenever the EPA begins work 
on a site, it identifies at least one 
point of contact for community 
questions, issues or concerns. The 
two principal points of contact for 
the Dewey Loeffel Superfund Site 
are listed below.

Ben Conetta 
Remedial Project Manager 
EPA Region 2 
290 Broadway, 19th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
(212) 637-3030 
conetta.benny@epa.gov 

Larisa Romanowski 
Community Involvement 
Coordinator 
EPA Region 2 
Hudson River Field Office 
421 Lower Main Street 
Hudson Falls, NY 12839 
(518) 747-4389 
romanowski.larisa@epa.gov

Community Involvement Action Plan

http://www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/dewey/
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7. Mailing List
The EPA maintains a mailing list for the Dewey Loeffel site. The 
list includes local, state, and federal officials representing the site 
community, other groups and organizations involved or interested in 
site issues, community residents and neighboring property owners, 
and local news media contacts. The list will be used to distribute fact 
sheets, community updates, meeting notices or other opportunities for 
public input.

Methods for increasing the mailing list have included sign-up sheets at 
public meetings, and contact with community-based organizations to 
invite their members to sign up. While the EPA may identify recipients 
to other agencies (e.g. NYSDOH) for project information distribution, 
the EPA will not release this list to outside parties. To be added or 
deleted from the mailing list, or to update a mailing address, contact 
Larisa Romanowski (see contact information on page 14).

8. Email Group
The EPA maintains an email list for electronic distribution of fact sheets, 
community updates and meeting notices. To be added or deleted 
from the mailing list, contact Larisa Romanowski (see page 14).

9. Formal and Informal Comment Periods
Although the EPA encourages people to become involved throughout 
the Superfund process, the public comment period is a formal 
invitation for community members to participate in site decisions. As 
required by law, the EPA holds formal public comment periods for 
certain proposed cleanup actions and decisions.  

The EPA will announce the comment period through a public notice 
in a local newspaper and via email and press release to ensure that 
the public has sufficient opportunity to understand what is being 
presented, when comments will be accepted, how long the comment 
period will be open, and how to submit comments.

The EPA often schedules other comment periods, not required by 
law, to enhance opportunities for community participation in site 
decisions. These comments periods may be announced informally to 
people or groups who have shown an interest in the site. These people 

Community Involvement Action Plan

Community Organizations

There are three prominent 
community organizations that 
have been actively engaged in 
discussions about the cleanup of 
the Dewey Loeffel site for years, 
and many of the interviewees 
reported membership in one 
or more of the groups. The 
Nassau Lake Park Improvement 
Association (NLPIA) represents 
the broader interests of residents 
around the lake. United 
Neighbors Concerned about 
General Electric & Dewey Loeffel 
Landfill (UNCAGED) formed for 
the sole purpose of advocating 
for the cleanup of the site and 
has been actively engaged 
for many years. The Dewey 
Loeffel Toxic Waste Coalition 
(Coalition) is an umbrella 
organization that includes 
federal, state and local officials, 
as well as representatives of 
various community stakeholder 
organizations, including NLPIA 
and UNCAGED.  

Actions that Require a Public Comment Period:

•	 Additions to the NPL
•	 The Proposed Plan
•	 Consent Decrees and Enforcement Agreements
•	 Revisions to the Proposed Plan
•	 Deletion of a Site from the NPL
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may include citizens on various site mailing lists, and 
others who have signed in at public meetings or have 
provided comments to the EPA previously. In addition, 
EPA Region 2 accepts comments from citizens at                                                                             
any time.

 
10. Public Notices

Public notices will be developed and published to 
announce community involvement opportunities. 
Notices will be placed as newspaper advertisements 
in the Troy Record and Sand Lake Advertiser at certain 
points in the cleanup process to announce the location 
of the Information Repository and Administrative 
Record files, public comments periods, availability of 
proposed plans, opportunities for public meetings, and 
selection of final cleanup.

11. Press Releases/Media Contacts
News releases and other types of information 
distribution to the media help the EPA to reach a 
large audience quickly and to reinforce and distribute 
information further. Media stories help explain 
technical information and track sequences of events for                        
the public.

The EPA provides updates and information to key 
local newspapers and radio and television stations and 
encourages them to further distribute this information 
on a regular basis. Common methods of providing 
information to the media include the distribution 
of press releases on developing issues related to 
the project, individual interviews with project staff, 
or statements made by EPA representatives during                
public meetings. 

12. Technical Documents
Most of the people the EPA interviewed had 
environmental and health concerns. They wanted to 
know the extent of the sediment, surface water and 
ground water contamination, and how the EPA planned 
to address those areas through some cleanup effort. 
The answers to many of those questions will be in the 
technical documents that the EPA will produce as part 
of its investigation and cleanup process.

The major documents will include a summary suitable 
for a general audience. The EPA will also mail out a 
summary of some documents as a fact sheet. Below is 
a listing and short description of those documents that 
may be developed over the course of the Superfund 
cleanup process.

•	 Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP): The SAP details 
the field sampling schedule, sample collection 
procedures, and analytical methods required to 
collect sufficient data to perform an RI/FS for              
the Site.

•	 Site Management Plan: The Site Management 
Plan provides details pertaining to site security, site 
access, health and safety, contingency procedures, 
waste disposal, management responsibilities, 
document management, project meetings, and 
audits during the RI.

•	 Remedial Investigation (RI) Report: The overall 
purpose of the RI is to identify the nature and 
extent of contaminants, migration pathways of the 
contaminants, and potential threats to human and 
ecological receptors in the study area. The RI is 
usually done with the FS. Together they are often 
referred to as the “RI/FS.”

•	 Feasibility Study (FS): A report that identifies 
cleanup objectives and alternatives to meet those 
objectives, and evaluates each alternative using 
the first seven of the EPA’s nine criteria which are: 
protection of human health and environment; 
compliance with applicable or relevant and 
appropriate requirements (ARARs); long-term 
effectiveness and permanence; reduction of 
toxicity, mobility or volume through treatment; 
short-term effectiveness; implementability; cost; 
state acceptance; and community acceptance. The 
evaluation of State and community acceptance 
criteria is completed after the receipt of public 
comments during the 30-day comment period 
for the Proposed Plan. Sometimes the FS is 
supplemented by field experiments called 
Treatability Studies, where certain techniques or 
technologies are tested at a reduced scale in the 
field or in laboratories.

•	 Cultural Resources Survey: A report that includes 
archival research, a survey, and an intensive 
pedestrian cultural resources survey of the 
Superfund Site. The purpose of this report is to 
provide an inventory and assessment of cultural 
resources that might be affected by the Superfund 
cleanup and addresses the requirements of the 
National Historic Preservation Act.

•	 Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA): This 
document provides a qualitative and quantitative 
evaluation of the current and potential risks 
posed to human health by the presence of Site 

Community Involvement Action Plan
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contaminants. Risk assessments evaluate both the 
carcinogenic risks and non-carcinogenic risks to 
human health from Site contaminants.

•	 Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA): This document 
provides a qualitative and quantitative evaluation of 
the current and potential risks posed to ecological 
receptors from exposure to Site contaminants.

•	 Proposed Plan: Based on results of the Feasibility 
Study, the EPA will develop a Proposed Plan 
for cleaning up the Site. The Proposed Plan  
summarizes the contamination that has been found, 
compares the various ways that the contamination 
can be cleaned up, and identifies one preferred 
alternative that the EPA thinks balances all 
considerations. 

•	 Record of Decision (ROD): A public document that 
explains which cleanup methods, actions, tools and/
or techniques will be used at the Site, including 
the residual contamination levels (if any) and any 
restrictions on future land use (where waste is left           
in place). 

•	 Remedial Design (RD): The development of 
engineering drawings and specifications for a site 
cleanup. This phase follows the RI/FS. A fact sheet is 
distributed when the design work is 70% complete.

13.    Maps and Visual Aids
To communicate complex issues simply and effectively, 
maps, photographs and other visual aids will be used 
at public meetings, in fact sheets, and on the Dewey 
Loeffel web page. These aids may be used to assist 
in communicating information regarding project 
work areas, processes and technologies related to                          
the cleanup.

14.   Door-to-door Notifications
When the EPA is working in the field, it may provide 
notices to directly-affected residents and businesses 
through door-to-door notifications. The EPA may 
also use this method to make some residents aware 
of specific hazards that might be identified once 
environmental samples have been analyzed.
 

15.   School/Educational Outreach
The EPA will make project information available to 
interested schools and will assist them in developing 
educational projects related to the Dewey Loeffel Site. 
Educators and students can call the Dewey Loeffel 
Site Community Involvement Coordinator, Larisa 
Romanowski, for information, or to request a visit to 

their school from an EPA representative.

16.    Community Events
The EPA may attend or provide materials for community 
events such as fairs, festivals and boating activities to 
distribute information and answer questions.

17.   Technical Assistance Grant (TAG)
A TAG is a federal grant awarded to an incorporated 
nonprofit organization of community members affected 
by a Superfund site. The funding is available to 
qualified community groups so they can contract with 
independent technical advisors to provide a technical 
review of documents. An initial grant up to $50,000 is 
available to help the community understand technical 
information about their site. Only one TAG is awarded 
per NPL site.

The availability of the TAG for the Dewey Loeffel 
Superfund Site was announced in April 2011. 

18. Technical Assistance Services for                
    Communities (TASC)

TASC is intended to provide independent and credible 
educational and technical assistance to communities 
affected by hazardous waste contamination. The goal of 
the program is to help communities better understand 
and become involved in the cleanup process for 
hazardous waste sites. Assistance is provided by 
independent, outside technical experts from private 
companies and universities who are part of a network 
of experts the EPA has contracted with to provide 
technical assistance services. 

TASC services may include:
Information Assistance
Increasing community understanding about technical 
issues by developing and disseminating information. 

Community Education
Delivering community training workshops, symposiums, 
or conferences related to environmental problems. 

Technical Expertise
Providing independent, non-advocacy consultation 
and assistance services to enable communities 
to engage in environmental planning and                                            
decision-making processes. 

Community Involvement Action Plan
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Technical Assistance                                                                     
Needs Evaluation & Plan Development
Working with community members to assess their 
technical assistance needs. 

Superfund Job Training Initiative (SuperJTI)
Providing SuperJTI job training in communities affected 
by nearby Superfund sites. 

Communities are encouraged to work with others in 
their community to coordinate TASC requests with 
the EPA. Requests are evaluated against a number 
of criteria to determine if technical assistance can be 
provided. More information on the TASC program 
is available at http://www.epa.gov/superfund/
community/tasc/.  Specific requests should be 
sent to Larisa Romanowski, EPA Community 
Involvement Coordinator, at 518-747-4389 or 
romanowski.larisa@epa.gov.

19.   Community Advisory Group (CAG)
CAGs are formed at some Superfund cleanup sites to 
facilitate and foster communication between the diverse 
interests in the community and the EPA. A CAG is a self-
forming, voluntary group, whose primary purpose is to 
serve as a forum for the exchange of information and to 
create dialogue between the agency and the community 
so that concerns and viewpoints can inform the decision-
making process at a site. 

The Dewey Loeffel site was placed on the NPL in March 
2011. Shortly thereafter, EPA Region 2 requested 
assistance via the TASC contract to evaluate whether 
a CAG was needed to facilitate communication 
between stakeholders and the agency. TASC 
contractor, Skeo Solutions, interviewed key community 
stakeholders and interested parties at the Site and, 
after conducting a series of telephone interviews,                                       
issued recommendations. 

One of the primary benefits of the CAG is that 
it creates opportunities to meet regularly so that 
attendees can get the latest information and can talk 
directly to the EPA. Since there are three community 
organizations already engaged in the dialogue 
around the Site’s cleanup: the Dewey Loeffel Toxic 
Waste Coalition (Coalition), the Nassau Lake Park 
Improvement Organization (NLPIA) and United 
Neighbors Concerned about General Electric & Dewey 
Loeffel Landfill (UNCAGED), and because CAGs serve 
primarily as a mechanism for fostering communication 
and input on the cleanup decision-making process, 
Skeo concluded that effort should be focused on 
replicating the functionality of a CAG without forming a 
new group, and offered a series of recommendations. 
The recommendations were shared with                                                                                         
the interviewees.

Figure 1. Examples of Involvement, Input, and Outreach Tools.

Involvement Outreach Involvement, Input,               
& Outreach

Purpose To encourage public 
participation in the project 
and solicit feedback

To share information with the 
public and promote awareness and 
education

To encourage public 
participation, solicit feedback, 
share information, and promote 
awareness and education

Examples •	 Public comment period
•	 Public input
•	 Technical Assistance Grant 

(TAG)
•	 Technical Assistance 

Services for Communities 
(TASC)

•	 Fact sheets and community 
updates

•	 Information repository
•	 Email and mail notices
•	 Maps and visual aids
•	 Media notification/media events
•	 Public notices
•	 Project website
•	 School/educational outreach

•	 Community events
•	 Coordination with local 

government and other 
agencies

•	 Email and phone contacts
•	 Public meetings and availability 

sessions
•	 Stakeholder group interaction

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tasc/
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In the absence of an official CAG, the EPA will focus on 
maintaining and improving high-quality communications 
through the three existing organizations. This could 
include periodic participation in stakeholder group 
meetings to provide updates on project activities 
and progress and to learn more about community 
perspectives and concerns.
  

20.   Informal Briefings and Presentations to   
    Groups

EPA staff will be available to meet with local officials, 
stakeholder organizations, community or business 
leaders, and media representatives to provide briefings 
on site progress, or provide information about 
upcoming site activities that may generate interest                  
or questions. 

Stakeholder groups the EPA has worked 
with at the site thus far include:

•	 Local government
•	 State government
•	 Property owners
•	 Residents
•	 Federal agencies
•	 Community groups 
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Chapter 3
The Cleanup Time Frames

The Cleanup Time Frames
The chart on page 21 provides an overview of typical timeframes 
associated with various steps in the Superfund process, and the 
anticipated community involvement opportunities associated with    
each step. 

The EPA is developing a comprehensive plan moving forward for the 
Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site so that the investigation of the 
different components of the site – landfill, ground water, surface water 
and sediments – can be conducted in parallel. Due to the long history 
and amount of information that is already known about the Dewey 
Loeffel site, if opportunities exist to progress more quickly than what is 
reflected in the general timeframes on page 21, the EPA will do so in 
an effort to move the cleanup forward. 
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The Cleanup Time Frames

Typical Time Frame Activity Community Involvement

Completed 2011 Initial Supplemental Site 
Investigation (ISSI)

Kick-Off Community Meeting
Fact Sheet
Community Updates
Available in Information Repository 
and on website

1-2 Years Field Investigations Community Involvement Plan
Community Updates

Human Health Risk Assessment            
(3-6 months)

Available in Information Repository 
and on website

Ecological Risk Assessment                    
(3-6 months)

Available in Information Repository 
and on website

Remedial Investigation Report Public Meeting and Fact Sheet
Available in Information Repository 
and on website

6-12 Months Treatability Study/Pilot Testing Available in Information Repository 
and on website

1-2 Years Remedial Alternatives Screening 
Evaluation

Feasibility  Study Report Available in Information Repository 
and on website

3-6 Months after Completion of 
Feasibility Study

Proposed Plan Public Comment Period
Public Meeting
Available in Information Repository 
and on website

3 Months after Completion 
of Public Comment Period on 
Proposed Plan

Record of Decision Responsiveness Summary
Fact Sheet Announcing  Remedy 
Decision
Available in Information Repository 
and on website

1-2 Years
Dependent on Selected Remedy

Remedial Design 70 % Remedial Design Fact Sheet

1-2+ Years
Dependent on Selected Remedy

Remedial Action Periodic Fact Sheets

Figure 2.
Note: All documents will be available for review by any interested person. Please contact the RPM to request copies of specific documents. 
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Appendix 1 
Site History
The Dewey Loeffel Landfill Site includes the inactive 
hazardous waste disposal area (Landfill) and the ground 
water, sediments and surface water bodies that have 
also become contaminated by pollutants that have 
spread from the site. The approximately 11-acre Landfill 
is located along Mead Road, four miles northeast of 
the Village of Nassau in Rensselaer County, and is 
approximately 15 miles southeast of Albany, the New 
York State Capital.

Loeffel Waste Oil Removal and Service Company 
operated at the site from 1952 to 1968. The site was 
used as a dump for hazardous waste generated by 
several companies including General Electric (GE), 
Bendix Corporation (now Honeywell International, Inc) 
and Schenectady Chemicals (now SI Group). During 
that time the NYSDEC estimates that 46,320 tons of 
waste materials were deposited at the Site. The waste 
materials included industrial solvents, waste oils, 
polychlorinated biphenyl’s (PCBs), scrap materials, 
sludges and solids. 

All materials were dumped into a lagoon area (formerly a 
natural swamp), oil pit, and drum burial area. Some drum 
contents were pumped onto the ground surface and 
waste materials were also burned during site operations. 
Miscellaneous drums, construction debris and junk 
automobiles were also present along the southeastern 
portion of the site. 

In 1968, after years of citizen complaints, documented 
downstream fish and cattle kills, and uncontrolled fires 
at the site, the State of New York ordered the operator 
to stop discharges from the facility and perform cleanup 
work. The NYSDEC has overseen the investigation and 
cleanup actions at the Dewey Loeffel Landfill since 1980. 
The NYSDEC designated three Operable Units (OU), 
which are separate activities undertaken as part of a site 
cleanup. These were designated as: the encapsulated 
area of the Landfill (OU1); ground water contamination 
associated with the Landfill (OU2); and surface water 
releases down gradient of the Landfill (OU3). Figure 3 
(page 23) documents the cleanup activities that have 

been undertaken since the operator was ordered to 
halt discharges in 1968, until the site was added to the 
Federal Superfund list in 2011.

Some hazardous substances, in particular volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), have spread from the Landfill to the 
underlying aquifer resulting in contamination of ground 
water. PCBs have also migrated to downstream water 
bodies, resulting in contamination of sediments and 
several species of fish. The Valatie Kill and Nassau Lake 
are fisheries that have been closed and monitored since 
1980 due to site-related PCB-contamination. 

Above: Dewey Loeffel Landfill, 1966. Photo by NYSDEC
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State of New York orders the Loeffel Waste Oil and Services Company to stop discharges 
from the disposal site and perform cleanup work. Over several years, the operator covers 
and grades the lagoon area, the oil pit and the drum disposal area, and constructs drainage 
channels to control surface runoff.

1968

1980
GE enters into an agreement with the NYSDEC to perform additional investigations and design 
and then make a payment towards specific cleanup work at the waste disposal area. As part of 
the agreement, GE pays NYSDEC $2.23 million to conduct remedial construction, monitoring, 
and maintenance at the site. The NYSDEC oversees the investigation and cleanup actions at 
the site from 1980 until the site is added to the Federal Superfund list in 2011. 

1982-1984

Under NYSDEC oversight, GE removes approximately 500 drums and four 30,000-gallon oil 
storage tanks. The NYSDEC installs a slurry wall, clay cap and leachate collection system. 

NYSDEC performs all operation, maintenance, and monitoring activities for the Landfill, 
including leachate collection and disposal at an off-site permitted facility until the EPA takes 
over the site in 2011.

1992
Under NYSDEC oversight, GE performs a remedial investigation of ground water, surface 
waters, sediments, and biota outside the waste disposal area boundaries, and conducts a 
feasibility study to evaluate potential remedial alternatives.

2001-2002

The NYSDEC issues Record of Decisions calling for an upgraded leachate collection system, 
construction and operation of a wastewater treatment facility at the site to manage leachate 
and ground water generated as part of the cleanup, installation and operation of a bedrock 
ground water recovery system to control migration of the plume, removal of contaminated 
sediments, and implementation of a maintenance plan for Nassau Lake Dam. Interim Remedial 
Measures are also conducted, including the installation of residential well treatment systems to 
address site-related VOCs.

The new leachate collection system was designed, but not constructed and the design for the 
wastewater treatment facility was begun, but not completed.  

2001-2004 Under NYSDEC oversight, GE removes approximately 15,000 tons of PCB-contaminated soil 
and sediment from the drainage-way between the facility and Nassau Lake. 

2008 The NYSDEC completes an off-site ground water collection system consisting of three bedrock 
extraction wells and a containment system. 

2009
The NYSDEC refers the site to EPA. Sediment sampling from downstream water bodies by the 
EPA indicates the continuing presence of PCBs. 

2010 Dewey Loeffel Landfill Site proposed for the NPL; 60-day public comment period.

2011 Dewey Loeffel Landfill added to the federal Superfund List (NPL). 

Figure 3. Dewey Loeffel Cleanup Progress Timeline
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A ground water plume has been traced to extend south 
of the Landfill to the vicinity of Central Nassau Road, 
approximately ½ mile from the Site. Four residential 
drinking water wells on Central Nassau Road and one 
north of the Site have been impacted by VOCs. The 
water from these wells is treated by point of use (POU) 
treatment systems installed, maintained, and routinely 
monitored by GE. Many other residential potable wells 
around the site are also routinely monitored by GE. 
In 2010, GE began assessing the impacted residences 
along Central Nassau Road for potential VOC vapor 
intrusion concerns. Vapor intrusion is defined as vapor-
phase migration of volatile organic compounds or 
volatile inorganic compounds into occupied buildings 
from underlying contaminated ground water or soil. 
The results of that evaluation were prepared by GE 
and submitted to NYSDEC. The report is available 
in NYSDEC’s document repository at the Nassau                    
Free Library.

National Priorities Listing
The EPA periodically proposes sites to the Superfund 
National Priorities List and, after responding to public 
comments, designates them as final Superfund sites. 

In 2009, NYSDEC Commissioner Peter Grannis sent 
a letter to the EPA supporting the nomination of the 
Dewey Loeffel site to the NPL. The site was then 
evaluated by the EPA and scored using the Hazard 
Ranking System (HRS). The HRS is the principal 
mechanism the EPA uses to place uncontrolled waste 

in the NPL. It is a numerical based screening system 
that uses information from previous investigations. The 
HRS is the primary way of determining whether a site 
is to be included on the NPL, the Agency’s list of sites 
that are priorities for long-term evaluation and remedial 
response. 

Between June and August 2009, the EPA collected 
sediment and water samples from waterways 
surrounding the site. The results indicated the 
continuing presence of low levels of PCBs in the former 
Mead Road Pond, Tributary T11A, Valatie Kill, and 
Nassau Lake. Sediment plays a key role in the lake and 
tributary ecosystem, serving as the starting point for its 
food chain (fish feed on the microorganisms that live 
in sediment), and the contamination can have impacts 
on both marine life and human health. The evaluation 
led the EPA to propose the Dewey Loeffel site for the 
National Priorities List for cleanup under federal law. 

The EPA proposed the Dewey Loeffel site in October 
2010 and a 60-day comment period followed; more 
than 200 comments were received from members of 
the public on the proposal. The Site was placed on the 
NPL on March 20, 2011. Placement on the NPL switches 
the project lead to the EPA. The NYSDEC will retain an 
oversight role.

Cleanup Progress
The EPA held a kickoff meeting on March 24, 2011, to 
announce the NPL listing and to introduce the EPA team 
and the Superfund process to the community. 

The Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) 
is the first step of the cleanup process. The primary 
objectives of the RI/FS are to determine the nature 
and extent of contamination and the gather sufficient 
information so that the EPA can select a remedy that 
eliminates, reduces, or controls risks to human health 
and the environment. 

The EPA expects to enter into an agreement with the 
PRPs for the companies to conduct the RI/FS. At this 
time, the EPA has identified three PRPs for the Dewey 
Loeffel site: General Electric (GE), Bendix Corporation 
(now Honeywell) and Schenectady Chemicals (now SI 
Group). In the future, if any of the PRPs conduct work 
at the Site, such work would be conducted under a 
negotiated Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) or 

T-11A Post-Remediation. Photo by: NYSDEC
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under a Unilateral Administrative Order (UAO), with            
EPA oversight.

In an effort to expedite the RI/FS process, the EPA has 
begun gathering data as part of an Initial Supplemental 
Site Investigation (ISSI), which will help inform the RI 
process moving forward, and will help to determine 
what additional information may be needed as part of 
the RI. The EPA may also perform the investigation in 
phases to further expedite the process. 

The ISSI of the landfill and ground water contamination 
components of the Dewey Loeffel Superfund Site 
began shortly after the Site was added to the NPL. 

In April 2011, field crews completed magnetic and 
electromagnetic geophysical surveys of the landfill 
to assess the presence of residual sources of buried 
contamination in the landfill. Additional tests were 
conducted to evaluate the current integrity of the 
existing landfill cap by assessing the physical and 
geotechnical properties of the cap. 

The Landfill Cap Investigation was initiated in May 
2011. A total of 20 borings were advanced through 
the landfill to evaluate the thickness of the cap. Twenty 
subsurface landfill cap samples and 10 surface soil 
samples were collected, and submitted for geotechnical 
analyses. The technical report with the results of the 
landfill investigation is available on EPA Region 2’s 
Dewey Loeffel Web page at http://www.epa.gov/
region2/superfund/npl/dewey/ and at the Information 
Repository.

In May, the EPA also identified the locations of five 
ground water monitoring wells to further evaluate 
ground water and contaminants. Well installation 
began in late June 2011 and was completed in mid-
July 2011. Ground water samples and geophysical 
information were collected through September 2011.  
A report summarizing the results of the ground water 
investigations was released in April 2012. Based 
on the report findings, additional ground water 
investigations may be necessary. The report is available 
on EPA’s Dewey Loeffel project Web page, and at the 
Information Repository.

Additional details about this initial ground water and 
landfill investigation, were documented in the ISSI work 
plan, which is also available on the Dewey Loeffel page 
of the EPA website and at the Information Repository. 

Appendix 1
Figure 4: The Superfund Process for the Dewey Loeffel 
Landfill Site

Site Discovery The Dewey Loeffel Site 
was referred to EPA                
by NYSDEC.

Site Listing Site placed on National 
Priorities List (NPL) 
in 2011. Eligible for 
federal funding to 
implement cleanup action                    
under Superfund.

Remedial 
Investigation

The RI Report will 
summarize sources of 
contamination and risks 
to human health and the 
environment posed by     
the site.

Feasibility Study A feasibility study will 
evaluate cleanup options 
for the site. 

Proposed Plan               
& Public            
Comment Period

A proposed plan will 
explain options for site 
cleanup and identify 
a preferred option for 
public comment.

Record of Decision A Record of Decision 
will document the 
selected remedy. 
A “responsiveness 
summary” will address 
public comments.

Remedial Design Development of 
detailed design for the               
selected remedy.

Remedial Action Implementation of the 
selected remedy.

Long-term 
Operation & 
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Ongoing cleanup by 
remediation system,               
if needed. 
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Additional investigations are anticipated for 2012, 
including investigations necessary for the construction 
of the water treatment plant. The results of the 
investigation, including sampling, will be included in the 
RI/FS report when completed and will be posted online 
and available at the Information Repository. 

Removal Action
Since 2008, the NYSDEC had been operating the 
leachate collection system (which collects contaminated 
liquids seeping from the landfill) and three ground water 
extraction wells to reduce contaminant concentrations 
and help prevent the spread of the ground water plume. 
The extraction well system was not operational during 
winter months. However, the leachate collection system 
was operated year round by the NYSDEC. The leachate 
and ground water were collected and disposed of off-
site via trucking.  

In October 2011, the EPA’s Removal Program began the 
operation (pumping) and maintenance of the ground 
water extraction wells and the leachate collection 
system. The EPA’s actions also included winterization 
of the extraction well system to allow for year-round 
operation of the wells, and off-site disposal of the 
collected leachate and ground water. The winterization 
included the construction of a pole barn, placement of 
another collection tank, and a heating system. 

In April 2012, the EPA reached an agreement with 
GE and SI Group to collect and properly dispose of 
contaminated ground water and leachate from the 
Dewey Loeffel site. According to the agreement, the 
companies will also design and construct a pump-
and-treat system adjacent to the landfill to remove 
contaminants from the ground water and leachate, all 
with EPA oversight. The waste will continue to be sent 
off-site until the construction of the treatment system 
is completed. Treated water from the new system will 
be discharged to surface water only after the EPA 
verifies that sampling data shows that the treatment 
system is working effectively and is capable of meeting 
stringent discharge limits that were set by the NYSDEC. 
The treatment system to be constructed will address 
potential threats from the contaminated ground water 
and leachate and community concerns about trucking 
the contaminated liquid off-site. 

The RI/FS will identify permanent cleanup options for 
the contaminated ground water, surface water and 

sediment associated with the site. The permanent 
cleanup plan may include changes to the leachate 
collection, ground water extraction and treatment 
systems constructed at this time.

Pole Barn. Photo by: EPA Region 2

Appendix 1
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Appendix 2 
Community Profile
The Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund site is located in the town of 
Nassau, Rensselaer County, New York.  According to the 2000 Census, 
the population of the town is 4,818. The median age is 37.5, with 
only 10.8 percent of the population over the age of 65. Among the 
population over age 25, 84.9 percent are high school graduates and 
22 percent have a Bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Minorities account for a small percentage of the total population. 
Among the minority population, a total of 52 people identified 
themselves as Black or African-American; 12 as American Indian and 
Alaska Native; 26 as Asian; 47 as Hispanic or Latino; and 66 as two or 
more races. Four percent of the population indicated that they speak a 
language other than English at home (US Census 2000).

According to the 2000 Census data, the median family income in the 
town of Nassau was $53,313 in 1999, slightly above the U.S. median 
family income of $50,045. Based on the reported 1999 income data, 
the Census Bureau estimates 78 families in Nassau were living below 
the poverty level. 
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Appendix 3
Links for more information:

The Superfund Process: http://
www.epa.gov/superfund/
community/process.htm

Technical Assistance Grant 
(TAG): http://www.epa.gov/
superfund/community/tag/index.
htm

Technical Assistance Services 
for Communities (TASC): 
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/
community/tasc/index.htm

Superfund Community 
Involvement Toolkit: http://
www.epa.gov/superfund/
community/toolkit.htm

Superfund Cleanup Program Overview
After the Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site was added to the NPL, 
several community members wanted to know what the steps are in the 
Superfund cleanup process, and when there will be opportunities for 
community input in cleanup decisions. The following pages provide 
a general listing of the many steps in the cleanup process, from the 
initial investigations through the removal of the site from the National 
Priorities List (Superfund List). As of May 2012, the site is currently at 
Step 4. There may be some modifications to the steps described in the 
following pages based on the vast amount of data that already exists 
for the Site.

CERCLA and EPA regulations require that specific community 
involvement activities must occur at certain points throughout the 
Superfund process. These required activities are described in The 
Superfund Process. In addition to these required activities, the EPA 
does much more to involve the public, such as offering independent 
technical assistance through the Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) 
(Item 17, Page 17) and Technical Assistance Services for Communities 
(TASC) programs (Item 18, Pages 17-18). Many of the various outreach 
techniques the EPA uses are described in detail in the Superfund 
Community Involvement Toolkit.

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/process.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tag/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tasc/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/toolkit.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/process.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tag/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tasc/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/toolkit.htm
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Figure 5 - Community Involvement During the Superfund Process. 
Opportunities for community involvement occur throughout the Superfund cleanup process, which is shown in the graphic below and 
described in the text in this section. 

1. Site Discovery
The first step in the Superfund process is called 
Site Discovery. This term applies to all of the 
different ways that the EPA becomes aware of the 
need to consider a site for cleanup. Sometimes 
the notification comes from the general public, 
sometimes from a State that has been working 
on the site for some time, and sometimes other 
sources, such as the media, bring the site to the                        
EPA’s attention.

2. Preliminary Assessment/Site Investigation  
    (PA/SI)

The preliminary assessment (PA) involves gathering 
historical and other available information about 
site conditions to evaluate whether the site poses a 
threat to human health and the environment and/
or whether further investigation is needed. The 
preliminary assessment also helps identify sites that 
may need immediate or short-term response actions. 
The site investigation (SI) tests air, water, and soil at 
the site to determine what hazardous substances are 

present and whether they are being released to the 
environment and are a threat to human health. 

Information about the site that is collected in the PA/
SI phase helps the EPA to evaluate the risks posed by 
the site using its Hazard Ranking System (HRS). Sites 
that score at or above an established level qualify for 
cleanup under the Superfund and are proposed for 
listing on the National Priorities List (NPL), a list of the 
most serious sites identified for long-term cleanup.

During the PA/SI phase, the EPA may issue a notice 
through the local media (Item 10, Page 16) and/
or distribute a fact sheet (Item 1, Page 13) to let 
the community know that the EPA is investigating                 
the site.

3. National Priorities List (NPL) Process
The NPL is a list of the most serious sites identified 
for long-term cleanup. When the EPA proposes to 
add a site to the NPL, the Agency publishes a public 
notice about its intention in the Federal Register and 
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issues a public notice (Item 10, Page 16) through the 
local media to notify the community, so interested 
members of the community can comment on the 
proposal. The EPA then responds to comments 
received. If, after the formal comment period, the 
site still qualifies for cleanup under Superfund, it 
is formally listed on the NPL. Once it is listed, the 
Agency will publish a notice in the Federal Register. 
In addition, the EPA may issue a fact sheet or flyer 
(Item 1, Page 13) to notify the community impacted 
by the site.

4. Remedial Investigation (RI)
Following NPL listing, the EPA designs a thorough 
investigation of the site, characterizing both the 
extent of contamination (the area affected and to 
what limits), and the types and concentrations of 
contaminants. This usually involves air, soil, surface 
water and/or ground water sampling and often times 
multiple sampling events that can take several years. 

Prior to the beginning of the RI, the EPA will begin 
its outreach and community involvement efforts 
at the site. The Agency will appoint a Community 
Involvement Coordinator (CIC) for the site who will 
work with community members throughout the 
cleanup process. EPA staff will interview community 
members, local officials, and others to gather 
information about the site and the community and to 
learn how community members want to be involved 
in the cleanup process. The Agency then will prepare 
a Community Involvement Plan that specifies the 

outreach activities they will use to address the 
concerns and expectations community members 
raised in the interviews. The Community Involvement 
Plan is readily available to the community.

The EPA will also establish an Information Repository 
(Item 6, Page 14) at or near the site where all 
correspondence, reports, and documents pertaining 
to the site cleanup will be stored and available 
to community members. In addition, the EPA will 
issue public notices (Item 10, Page 16) and other 
documents to communicate important information 
about the cleanup, including the potential availability 
of a Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) (Item 17, 
Page 17) or other assistance resources to help 
the community understand technical information 
about the cleanup to better participate in decisions 
affecting the cleanup.

During the RI/FS, the EPA will establish an 
Administrative Record (Item 6, Page 14) for the site 
as part of the Information Repository. The Agency 
will issue a public notice through the local media 
to notify the community about the Administrative 
Record. As the cleanup process moves forward, 
the EPA will add to the Administrative Record 
all the relevant documents used in making the 
eventual cleanup decision, as well as relevant 
documents on technologies that were considered                                    
but ultimately rejected.

To keep the community informed during this phase 
of the cleanup, the EPA will issue public notices (Item 
10, Page 16) through the local media and conduct 
public meetings (Item 2, Page 13).

5. Feasibility Study (FS)
Once the contamination has been identified, the 
EPA develops a list of possible ways to address it. 
The tools, techniques and process are organized 
into alternatives, often with multiple elements, that 
are evaluated using a number of criteria, including 
protectiveness of human health and the environment, 
ease of implementation, cost, and time to reach 
cleanup goals. Sometimes certain elements are 
tested at a reduced scale in the laboratory or in 
the field. These are called treatability studies. Their 
results help the EPA decide which alternatives should 
be considered and offered to the public for their 
comments. The Feasibility Study (FS) will be available 
in the Information Repository and on the Internet. 

The identification of a site for the NPL is 
intended primarily to guide EPA in:

•	 Determining which sites warrant further 
investigation to assess the nature and extent 
of the human health and environmental risks 
associated with a site; 

•	 Identifying what CERCLA-financed remedial 
actions may be appropriate; 

•	 Notifying the public of sites EPA believes warrant 
further investigation; and 

•	 Serving notice to potentially responsible 
parties that EPA may initiate CERCLA-financed             
remedial action. 
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The RI and FS are often spoken of in combination 
because they are often part of the same scope of 
work, so they are often noted as the RI/FS.

Throughout the RI/FS phase of the cleanup, EPA 
Community Involvement staff will be working to keep 
the community informed of progress by conducting 
public meetings (Item 2, Page 13), issuing regular 
fact sheets and community updates (Item 1, Page 
13) about progress at the site, providing updates 
to community groups, and making presentations 
to civic groups, schools, and local officials (Item 20, 
Page 19) to help everyone better understand the                       
cleanup process.

6. Proposed Plan
Based on results of the Feasibility Study (FS), the EPA 
will develop a Proposed Plan for cleaning up the site. 
The Proposed Plan summarizes the contamination 
that has been found, compares the various ways 
that the contamination can be cleaned up, and 
identifies one preferred alternative that the EPA 
thinks balances all considerations. The Proposed Plan 
process includes a minimum 30-day comment period 
(Item 9, Pages 15-16). The Agency will issue a public 
notice (Item 10, Page 16) through the local media 
to notify the community, so interested members of 
the community can comment on the Proposed Plan. 
In addition, the Agency will hold a public meeting 
(Item 2, Page 13) to discuss the Proposed Plan. The 
Proposed Plan will be posted online (Item 5, Page 14) 
and will be available at the Information Repository 
(Item 6, Page 14). Notification of the Proposed Plan 
comment period and public meeting, as well as other 
EPA meetings for the Dewey Loeffel Superfund Site 
will be made to those on the EPA’s postal mailing list 
and email list (Items 7 and 8, Page 15), and through 
public notices in the newspaper (Item 10, Page 16).  
The meeting transcript will also be made available to 
the public.

When the EPA makes a final decision about which 
cleanup methods it will use, it creates a document 
that explains how it has addressed the public 
comments that were received on the Proposed Plan. 
This document is called a Responsiveness Summary, 
and it is a part of the EPA’s decision document called 
a Record of Decision (ROD). The ROD is part of the 
Administrative Record and will be posted online 
(Item 5, Page 14) and available at the Information 
Repository (Item 6, Page 14).

7. Record of Decision (ROD)
The ROD explains which cleanup alternatives will 
be used at NPL sites. It contains information on 
site history, site description, site characteristics, 
community participation, enforcement activities, 
past and present activities, contaminated media, the 
contaminants present, description of the response 
actions to be taken, and the remedy selected for 
cleanup. The development of the ROD also includes 
consideration of how the site could be used in the 
future.

The EPA will issue a public notice (Item 10, Page 16) 
through the local media to notify the community that 
the ROD is available for inspection. If changing the 
ROD is necessary, the EPA will develop a proposed 
ROD amendment, issue a public notice through 
the local media to notify the community, and hold 
a public meeting (Item 2, Page 13) to discuss the 
proposed changes and to take comments. The EPA 
then develops a Responsiveness Summary to formally 
respond to public comments received.

After the ROD has been completed, the CIC will 
revise the Community Involvement Plan for the site to 
ensure that it is consistent with the final ROD.

8. Remedial Design (RD)
The RD is the development of engineering drawings 
and specifications for a site cleanup. This phase 
follows the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 
(RI/FS). A fact sheet is typically distributed when 
the design work is 70% complete. The EPA will also 
provide a public briefing about the final engineering 
design before cleanup work begins as part of the 
Remedial Action (RA). 

9. Remedial Action (RA)
The RA is the actual building of treatment 
facilities, removal of waste piles, entombment of 
contamination, implementation of institutional 
controls or any other aspect that completes the 
cleanup decision. This phase includes the testing and 
certifying of any facilities that are put into operation. 

Throughout this phase, EPA community involvement 
staff will keep community members advised about 
the progress of the cleanup though periodic public 
meetings (Item 2, Page 13), community updates, fact 
sheets (Item 1, Page 13), and presentations to civic 
groups, schools, and local leaders (Item 20, Page 19).

Appendix 3
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10. Five Year Review
This is an analysis prepared every five years to 
determine if site remedies remain protective of 
human health and the environment. Prior to the 
Five Year Review process beginning, the community 
is notified and asked to provide any information it 
has about the operations of the as-built remedy, or 
any issues and concerns that have arisen regarding 
the remedy. When the Five Year Review report is 
complete, the EPA will announce that the review 
is complete, and that the report, and summary are 
available at the Information Repository (Item 6, Page 
14) and online (Item 5, Page 14) for the public to 
review.

11. Delisting
When all site cleanup has been completed and 
all cleanup goals have been achieved, the EPA 
publishes a notice of its intention to delete the site 
from the NPL in the Federal Register and notifies 
the community of its availability for comment. The 
EPA then accepts comments from the public (Item 
9, Pages 15-16) on the information presented in 
the notice and issues a Responsiveness Summary 
to formally respond to public comments received. 
If, after the formal comment period, the site still 
qualifies for deletion, the EPA published a formal 
deletion notice in the Federal Register and places 
a final deletion report in the Information Repository 
(Item 6, Page 14) for the site.

Other Cleanup Steps
Two other potential steps in the site’s cleanup 
process might occur.

1. Interim Actions
An interim action is any short-term, temporary or 
preliminary construction or activity that addresses 
contamination before a final cleanup decision is 
made. The choosing of an interim action often 
results in a public participation process similar to 
the Proposed Plan process that leads to a Record 
of Decision.

2. ROD Amendment/Explanation of Significant   
    Differences

If a final remedy needs to be changed after the 
Record of Decision (ROD), the public is notified 
and a process similar to the Proposed Plan process 
leading up to a ROD might ensue. This depends 
on the nature and extent of the proposed changes.

Appendix 3
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Appendix 4
Site Contaminants                                 
and Exposure Information
Between 1952 and 1968 the NYSDEC estimates 
that approximately 46,000 tons of industrial and/or 
hazardous waste were transported to and disposed 
of at the Dewey Loeffel Site. The waste included, but 
was not limited to, volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 
including benzene, toluene, xylene, methyl-ethyl ketone, 
trichloroethylene, chlorobenzene, 1,2 dichlorobenzene, 
1,4 dichlorobenzene, 1,1 dichlorethane, 1,2 
dichloroethylene, and/or vinyl chloride, as well as waste 
oils, sludges, liquid and solid resins and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs). 

Ground water:
A VOC ground water plume has been traced to 
extend approximately ½ mile south of the Landfill to 
the vicinity of Central Nassau Road. VOCs, primarily 
including benzene and trichloroethene (TCE), are the 
primary contaminants within the ground water plume. 
Four residential drinking water wells on Central Nassau 
Road and one north of the Site have been impacted by 
VOCs. The water from these wells is treated by point 
of use (POU) treatment systems installed, maintained, 
and routinely monitored by GE. Many other residential 
drinking water wells around the site are also routinely 
monitored by GE. As part of the Initial Supplemental Site 
Investigation (ISSI) for the Dewey Loeffel site, the EPA 
is conducting additional ground water studies to help 
determine the extent of the ground water contamination.

In 2001, GE began assessing the impacted residences 
along Central Nassau Road for potential VOC vapor 
intrusion concerns. Vapor intrusion is defined as 
vapor-phase migration of VOCs or volatile inorganic 
compounds into occupied buildings from underlying 
contaminated ground water or soil. The results of that 
evaluation were prepared by GE and submitted to 
NYSDEC. According to the reports, this pathway was 
not a concern at the sampled properties. The report is 
available in the NYSDEC’s document repository at the 
Nassau Free Library. EPA will evaluate the results of the 
testing as part of the Remedial Investigation and will 

work with the PRP and landowners to evaluate additional 
properties, as needed. 

Surface water and sediment:
PCBs from the site have migrated to downstream 
surface water bodies, resulting in contamination of 
sediments and several species of fish. Between 2001-
2004, approximately 15,000 tons of PCB-contaminated 
soil and sediment was removed from the site drainage 
ways by GE under NYSDEC oversight. In 2009, as part 
of the Site Assessment, the EPA collected sediment and 
water samples from waterways surrounding the Site and 
the results indicated the continuing presence of low 
levels of PCBs in the former Mead Road Pond, Tributary 
T11A, Valatie Kill, and Nassau Lake. Soil and sediment 
samples collected by NYSDEC and GE in 2009-2010 
have indicated the presence of elevated concentrations 
of PCBs in Tributary T11A.  NYSDEC and GE have been 
sampling the fish and biota in the Nassau lake drainage 
basin since 1979. The 2010 fish data is available in 
NYSDEC’s site documents at the Nassau Free Library. 
It is expected that GE will continue to sample fish in 
the lake and tributaries. EPA will evaluate the need for 
modifications to the fish sampling plan as part of the 
Remedial Investigation (RI).

Nassau Lake and Valatie Kill are fisheries that have 
been closed and monitored since 1980 due to the 
site-related PCB contamination. According to the 2012 

Valatie Kill, 2009 Fish Sampling. Photo by: NYSDEC
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NYSDOH Health Consultation for the Dewey Loeffel site, 
questionnaires completed by residents in the vicinity 
of the Site and its associated waterways indicated that 
the NYSDOH fish advisory has been well-known and 
followed in the area for at least 30 years. However 
during the community interviews, some residents 
voiced concerns about people still eating the fish that 
they catch. PCBs have impacted the fish and have the 
potential to enter the food chain and be consumed by 
persons fishing in the area of the site and by wildlife.

Health Consultation for                     
the Dewey Loeffel Landfill
The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) and the New York State Department of Health 
(NYSDOH) are the agencies responsible for evaluating 
human exposure to chemicals in the environment, 
evaluating potential human health impacts and 
determining what measures are needed to protect 
human health. In 2003, ATSDR developed a Health 
Consultation for the Dewey Loeffel Landfill at the 
request of Rensselaer County and Senator Charles S. 
Schumer. The Health Consultation included information 
from a NYSDOH evaluation performed in 2000 for the 
Rensselaer County Environmental Management Council 
that looked at health concerns related to exposure to 
PCBs from residential soils and Nassau Lake. Since 2003, 
additional off-site ground water and private well data 
has become available as a result of additional sampling. 
In January 2012, the NYSDOH released the Public 
Comment Draft of an updated Health Consultation 
that updates previously identified exposure pathways 
and looks at vapor intrusion as an additional exposure 
pathway that needs to be evaluated. The update is also 
required as a result of the EPA’s NPL listing of the Site.

After the field investigation is complete, the EPA will 
conduct a Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) 
and Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA).  The HHRA will 
evaluate commercial/industrial, residential, construction 
worker, recreational, and trespasser exposure scenarios 
for the areas identified during the investigation, as 
appropriate. The ERA will characterize and quantify, 
where appropriate, the current and potential ecological 
risks that would prevail if no further cleanup action is 
taken.

All of this information will be compiled and presented in 
the Remedial Investigation Report (RI Report).

There is currently a New York State Department 
of Health fish consumption advisory for the 
Valatie Kill, Nassau Lake and Kinderhook Lake.

For more information, visit the NYSDOH website: 
http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/
outdoors/fish/health_advisories/regional/hudson_
valley_and_capital_district.htm

2012 Health Consultation: 
http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/
investigations/dewey/docs/hc_public_comment_
draft.pdf 

2003 Health Consultation: http://www.atsdr.
cdc.gov/HAC/pha/DeweyLoeffelLandfill/
DeweyLoeffelLandfillHC05152003.pdf 

U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry’s (ATSDR) Toxicological Profiles for 
contaminants found at the Dewey Loeffel Landfill 

Superfund Site:

PCBs: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/
tp.asp?id=142&tid=26

VOCs: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/
toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7

TCE: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/
tf.asp?id=172&tid=30

Benzene: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/
tf.asp?id=38&tid=14

http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/fish/health_advisories/regional/hudson_valley_and_capital_district.htm
http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/investigations/dewey/docs/hc_public_comment_draft.pdf
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/HAC/pha/DeweyLoeffelLandfill//DeweyLoeffelLandfillHC05152003.pdf
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/tp.asp?id=142&tid=26
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tf.asp?id=172&tid=30
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tf.asp?id=38&tid=14
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POLYCHLORINATED 
BIPHENYLS

Division of Toxicology ToxFAQsTM
February 2001 

This fact sheet answers the most frequently asked health questions (FAQs) about polychlorinated biphenyls. For more information, 
call the ATSDR Information Center at 1-888-422-8737. This fact sheet is one in a series of summaries about hazardous substances 
and their health effects.  It’s important you understand this information because this substance may harm you. The effects of 
exposure to any hazardous substance depend on the dose, the duration, how you are exposed, personal traits and habits, and whether 
other chemicals are present. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are a mixture of individual chemicals which are no longer produced 
in the United States, but are still found in the environment. Health effects that have been associated with exposure 
to PCBs include acne-like skin conditions in adults and neurobehavioral and immunological changes in children. 
PCBs are known to cause cancer in animals. PCBs have been found in at least 500 of the 1,598 National Priorities 
List sites identified by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

What are polychlorinated biphenyls? 
Polychlorinated biphenyls are mixtures of up to 209 

individual chlorinated compounds (known as congeners). 
There are no known natural sources of PCBs. PCBs are 
either oily liquids or solids that are colorless to light yellow. 
Some PCBs can exist as a vapor in air.  PCBs have no known 
smell or taste. Many commercial PCB mixtures are known in 
the U.S. by the trade name Aroclor. 

PCBs have been used as coolants and lubricants in 
transformers, capacitors, and other electrical equipment 
because they don’t burn easily and are good insulators. 
The manufacture of PCBs was stopped in the U.S. in 1977 
because of evidence they build up in the environment and 
can cause harmful health effects. Products made before 1977 
that may contain PCBs include old fluorescent lighting 
fixtures and electrical devices containing PCB capacitors, 
and old microscope and hydraulic oils. 

What happens to PCBs when they enter the environment? 
o PCBs entered the air, water, and soil during their 
manufacture, use, and disposal; from accidental spills and 
leaks during their transport; and from leaks or fires in 
products containing PCBs. 
o PCBs can still be released to the environment from 
hazardous waste sites; illegal or improper disposal of 
industrial wastes and consumer products; leaks from old 
electrical transformers containing PCBs; and burning of 
some wastes in incinerators. 
o PCBs do not readily break down in the environment and 
thus may remain there for very long periods of time. PCBs 
can travel long distances in the air and be deposited in areas 
far away from where they were released. In water, a small 
amount of PCBs may remain dissolved, but most stick to 
organic particles and bottom sediments. PCBs also bind 
strongly to soil. 
o PCBs are taken up by small organisms and fish in water. 
They are also taken up by other animals that eat these 

aquatic animals as food. PCBs accumulate in fish and marine 
mammals, reaching levels that may be many thousands of 
times higher than in water. 

How might I be exposed to PCBs? 
o Using old fluorescent lighting fixtures and electrical 
devices and appliances, such as television sets and 
refrigerators, that were made 30 or more years ago. These 
items may leak small amounts of PCBs into the air when they 
get hot during operation, and could be a source of skin 
exposure.
o Eating contaminated food. The main dietary sources of 
PCBs are fish (especially sportfish caught in contaminated 
lakes or rivers), meat, and dairy products. 
o Breathing air near hazardous waste sites and drinking 
contaminated well water. 
o In the workplace during repair and maintenance of PCB 
transformers; accidents, fires or spills involving transformers, 
fluorescent lights, and other old electrical devices; and 
disposal of PCB materials. 

How can PCBs affect my health? 
The most commonly observed health effects in 

people exposed to large amounts of PCBs are skin 
conditions such as acne and rashes. Studies in exposed 
workers have shown changes in blood and urine that may 
indicate liver damage. PCB exposures in the general 
population are not likely to result in skin and liver effects. 
Most of the studies of health effects of PCBs in the general 
population examined children of mothers who were exposed 
to PCBs. 

Animals that ate food containing large amounts of 
PCBs for short periods of time had mild liver damage and 
some died. Animals that ate smaller amounts of PCBs in 
food over several weeks or months developed various kinds 
of health effects, including anemia; acne-like skin conditions; 
and liver, stomach, and thyroid gland injuries.  Other effects 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, Public Health Service 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
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ToxFAQsTM Internet address is  http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html 

Where can I get more information?      For more information, contact the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry,  Division of Toxicology,  1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop F-32, Atlanta, GA 30333. Phone: 1-888-422-8737, 
FAX: 770-488-4178. ToxFAQsTM Internet address is  http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html . ATSDR can tell you where to 
find occupational and environmental health clinics.  Their specialists can recognize, evaluate, and treat illnesses resulting 
from exposure to hazardous substances.  You can also contact your community or state health or environmental quality 
department if you have any more questions or concerns. 

POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS 

of PCBs in animals include changes in the immune system, 
behavioral alterations, and impaired reproduction. PCBs are 
not known to cause birth defects. 

How likely are PCBs to cause cancer? 
Few studies of workers indicate that PCBs were 

associated with certain kinds of cancer in humans, such as 
cancer of the liver and biliary tract. Rats that ate food 
containing high levels of PCBs for two years developed liver 
cancer.  The Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) has concluded that PCBs may reasonably be 
anticipated to be carcinogens. The EPA and the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) have 
determined that PCBs are probably carcinogenic to humans. 

How can PCBs affect children? 
Women who were exposed to relatively high levels 

of PCBs in the workplace or ate large amounts of fish 
contaminated with PCBs had babies that weighed slightly 
less than babies from women who did not have these 
exposures. Babies born to women who ate PCB-
contaminated fish also showed abnormal responses in tests 
of infant behavior.  Some of these behaviors, such as 
problems with motor skills and a decrease in short-term 
memory, lasted for several years.  Other studies suggest that 
the immune system was affected in children born to and 
nursed by mothers exposed to increased levels of PCBs. 
There are no reports of structural birth defects caused by 
exposure to PCBs or of health effects of PCBs in older 
children. The most likely way infants will be exposed to 
PCBs is from breast milk. Transplacental transfers of PCBs 
were also reported In most cases, the benefits of breast-
feeding outweigh any risks from exposure to PCBs in 
mother’s milk. 

How can families reduce the risk of exposure to PCBs? 
o You and your children may be exposed to PCBs by eating 
fish or wildlife caught from contaminated locations. Certain 
states, Native American tribes, and U.S. territories have 
issued advisories to warn people about PCB-contaminated 
fish and fish-eating wildlife. You can reduce your family’s 
exposure to PCBs by obeying these advisories. 
o Children should be told not play with old appliances, 

electrical equipment, or transformers, since they may contain 
PCBs.
o Children should be discouraged from playing in the dirt 
near hazardous waste sites and in areas where there was a 
transformer fire. Children should also be discouraged from 
eating dirt and putting dirty hands, toys or other objects in 
their mouths, and should wash hands frequently. 
o If you are exposed to PCBs in the workplace it is possible 
to carry them home on your clothes, body, or tools.  If this is 
the case, you should shower and change clothing before 
leaving work, and your work clothes should be kept separate 
from other clothes and laundered separately. 

Is there a medical test to show whether I’ve been exposed to 
PCBs?

Tests exist to measure levels of PCBs in your blood, 
body fat, and breast milk, but these are not routinely 
conducted. Most people normally have low levels of PCBs 
in their body because nearly everyone has been 
environmentally exposed to PCBs. The tests can show if 
your PCB levels are elevated, which would indicate past 
exposure to above-normal levels of PCBs, but cannot 
determine when or how long you were exposed or whether 
you will develop health effects. 

Has the federal government made recommendations to 
protect human health? 

The EPA has set a limit of 0.0005 milligrams of PCBs 
per liter of drinking water (0.0005 mg/L). Discharges, spills or 
accidental releases of 1 pound or more of PCBs into the 
environment must be reported to the EPA.  The Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) requires that infant foods, eggs, 
milk and other dairy products, fish and shellfish, poultry and 
red meat contain no more than 0.2-3 parts of PCBs per million 
parts (0.2-3 ppm) of food. Many states have established fish 
and wildlife consumption advisories for PCBs. 

References
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 

(ATSDR).  2000. Toxicological profile for polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs). Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Public Health Service. 
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Volatile organic compounds
VOCs are a class of chemicals that are volatile (evaporate easily) and are organic compounds 
(contain carbon atoms). Some common VOCs include acetone and automotive gasoline.

Substances Listing

• 1,1,1-Trichloroethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=76) 
• 1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=156) 
• 1,1,2-Trichloroethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=155) 
• 1,1-Dichloroethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=129) 
• 1,1-Dichloroethene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=130) 
• 1,2,3 Trichloropropane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=186) 
• 1,2-Dibromo-3-Chloropropane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=166)
• 1,2-Dibromoethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=131) 
• 1,2-Dichloroethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=110) 
• 1,2-Dichloroethene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=82) 
• 1,2-Dichloropropane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=162) 
• 1,3-Butadiene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=81) 
• 2-Butanone (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=60) 
• 2-Hexanone (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=134) 
• Acetone (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=1) 
• Acrolein (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=102) 
• Benzene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=14) 
• Bromodichloromethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=127) 
• Bromoform & Dibromochloromethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=128) 
• Bromomethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=160) 
• Carbon Disulfide (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=84) 
• Carbon Tetrachloride (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=35) 
• Chlorobenzene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=87) 
• Chloroethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=161)
• Chloroform (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=16) 
• Chloromethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=109) 
• Dichlorobenzenes (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=126) 
• Dichloropropenes (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=163) 
• Ethylbenzene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=66) 
• Formaldehyde (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=39) 
• Gasoline, Automotive (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=83) 
• Hexachlorobutadiene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=168) 
• Hexachloroethane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=169) 
• Hydrazines (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=89) 
• Methyl Mercaptan (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=40) 
• n-Hexane (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=68) 
• Nitrobenzene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=95) 
• Stoddard Solvent (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=73) 
• Styrene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=74)

Page 1 of 2ATSDR - Chemical Class - Volatile organic compounds

5/8/2012http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7
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• Tetrachloroethylene (PERC) (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=48) 
• Toluene (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=29) 
• Trichloroethylene (TCE) (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=30) 
• Vinyl Chloride (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=51) 
• Xylenes (toxsubstance.asp?toxid=53) 

Page 2 of 2ATSDR - Chemical Class - Volatile organic compounds

5/8/2012http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/toxchemicallisting.asp?sysid=7
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Division of Toxicology ToxFAQsTM July 2003 

TRICHLOROETHYLENE
CAS # 79-01-6 

This fact sheet answers the most frequently asked health questions (FAQs) about trichloroethylene. 
For more information, call the ATSDR Information Center at 1-888-422-8737. This fact sheet is one in 
a series of summaries about hazardous substances and their health effects. This information is 
important because this substance may harm you. The effects of exposure to any hazardous substance 
depend on the dose, the duration, how you are exposed, personal traits and habits, and whether other 
chemicals are present. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Trichloroethylene is a colorless liquid which is used as a solvent 
for cleaning metal parts. Drinking or breathing high levels of trichloroethylene 
may cause nervous system effects, liver and lung damage, abnormal heartbeat, 
coma, and possibly death. Trichloroethylene has been found in at least 852 of 
the 1,430 National Priorities List sites identified by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 

What is trichloroethylene? 
Trichloroethylene (TCE) is a nonflammable, 

colorless liquid with a somewhat sweet odor and a sweet, 
burning taste. It is used mainly as a solvent to remove 
grease from metal parts, but it is also an ingredient in 
adhesives, paint removers, typewriter correction fluids, and 
spot removers. 

Trichloroethylene is not thought to occur naturally 
in the environment. However, it has been found in 
underground water sources and many surface waters as a 
result of the manufacture, use, and disposal of the chemical. 

What happens to trichloroethylene when it enters 
the environment? 

Trichloroethylene dissolves a little in water, but it can 
remain in ground water for a long time. 

Trichloroethylene quickly evaporates from surface water, 
so it is commonly found as a vapor in the air. 

Trichloroethylene evaporates less easily from the soil than 
from surface water. It may stick to particles and remain for a 
long time. 

Trichloroethylene may stick to particles in water, which 
will cause it to eventually settle to the bottom sediment. 

Trichloroethylene does not build up significantly in 

plants and animals. 

How might I be exposed to trichloroethylene? 
Breathing air in and around the home which has been 

contaminated with trichloroethylene vapors from shower 
water or household products such as spot removers and 
typewriter correction fluid. 

Drinking, swimming, or showering in water that has been 
contaminated with trichloroethylene. 

Contact with soil contaminated with trichloroethylene, 
such as near a hazardous waste site. 

Contact with the skin or breathing contaminated air while 
manufacturing trichloroethylene or using it at work to wash 
paint or grease from skin or equipment. 

How can trichloroethylene affect my health? 
Breathing small amounts may cause headaches, lung 

irritation, dizziness, poor coordination, and difficulty 
concentrating.

Breathing large amounts of trichloroethylene may 
cause impaired heart function, unconsciousness, and death. 
Breathing it for long periods may cause nerve, kidney, and 
liver damage. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, Public Health Service 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
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ToxFAQsTM Internet address is http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html 

Where can I get more information?  For more information, contact the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry, Division of Toxicology, 1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop F-32, Atlanta, GA 30333. Phone: 1-888-422-8737,
FAX: 770-488-4178. ToxFAQsTM Internet address is http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html . ATSDR can tell you where to 
find occupational and environmental health clinics. Their specialists can recognize, evaluate, and treat illnesses resulting 
from exposure to hazardous substances. You can also contact your community or state health or environmental quality 
department if you have any more questions or concerns. 

TRICHLOROETHYLENE
CAS # 79-01-6 

Drinking large amounts of trichloroethylene may 
cause nausea, liver damage, unconsciousness, impaired heart 
function, or death. 

Drinking small amounts of trichloroethylene for long 
periods may cause liver and kidney damage, impaired immune 
system function, and impaired fetal development in pregnant 
women, although the extent of some of these effects is not 
yet clear. 

Skin contact with trichloroethylene for short periods 
may cause skin rashes. 

How likely is trichloroethylene to cause cancer? 
Some studies with mice and rats have suggested that 

high levels of trichloroethylene may cause liver, kidney, or lung 
cancer. Some studies of people exposed over long periods to 
high levels of trichloroethylene in drinking water or in workplace 
air have found evidence of increased cancer. Although, there are 
some concerns about the studies of people who were exposed 
to trichloroethylene, some of the effects found in people were 
similar to effects in animals. 

In i ts  9th  Report on Carcinogens, the National 
Toxicology Program (NTP) determined that trichloroethylene is 
“reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen.” The 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has 
determined that trichloroethylene is “probably carcinogenic to 
humans.”

Is there a medical test to show whether I’ve been 
exposed to trichloroethylene? 

If you have recently been exposed to 
trichloroethylene, it can be detected in your breath, blood, or 
urine. The breath test, if it is performed soon after exposure, 
can tell if you have been exposed to even a small amount of 
trichloroethylene.

Exposure to larger amounts is assessed by blood 

and urine tests, which can detect trichloroethylene and many 
of its breakdown products for up to a week after exposure. 
However, exposure to other similar chemicals can produce 
the same breakdown products, so their detection is not 
absolute proof of exposure to trichloroethylene. This test 
isn’t available at most doctors’ offices, but can be done at 
special laboratories that have the right equipment. 

Has the federal government made 
recommendations to protect human health? 

The EPA has set a maximum contaminant level for 
trichloroethylene in drinking water at 0.005 milligrams per liter 
(0.005 mg/L) or 5 parts of TCE per billion parts water. 

The EPA has also developed regulations for the 
handling and disposal of trichloroethylene. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) has set an exposure limit of 100 parts of 
trichloroethylene per million parts of air (100 ppm) for an 8-
hour workday, 40-hour workweek. 

Glossary
Carcinogenicity: The ability of a substance to cause cancer. 
CAS: Chemical Abstracts Service. 
Evaporate: To change into a vapor or gas. 
Milligram (mg): One thousandth of a gram. 
Nonflammable: Will not burn. 
ppm: Parts per million. 
Sediment: Mud and debris that have settled to the bottom of 
a body of water. 
Solvent: A chemical that dissolves other substances. 

References
This ToxFAQs information is taken from the 1997 

Toxicological Profile for Trichloroethylene (update) produced 
by the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, 
Public Health Service, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Public Health Service in Atlanta, GA. 
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BENZENE
CAS # 71-43-2 

Division of Toxicology and Environmental Medicine ToxFAQsTM  August 2007 

This fact sheet answers the most frequently asked health questions (FAQs) about benzene.  For more 
information, call the ATSDR Information Center at 1-800-232-4636.  This fact sheet is one in a series 
of summaries about hazardous substances and their health effects. It is important you understand this 
information because this substance may harm you. The effects of exposure to any hazardous substance 
depend on the dose, the duration, how you are exposed, personal traits and habits, and whether other 
chemicals are present. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Benzene is a widely used chemical formed from both natural processes 
and human activities. Breathing benzene can cause drowsiness, dizziness, and 
unconsciousness; long-term benzene exposure causes effects on the bone marrow and 
can cause anemia and leukemia. Benzene has been found in at least 1,000 of the 1,684 
National Priority List sites identified by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

What is benzene? 

Benzene is a colorless liquid with a sweet odor. It evaporates 
into the air very quickly and dissolves slightly in water.  It is 
highly flammable and is formed from both natural processes 
and human activities. 

Benzene is widely used in the United States; it ranks in the 
top 20 chemicals for production volume. Some industries 
use benzene to make other chemicals which are used to 
make plastics, resins, and nylon and other synthetic fibers. 
Benzene is also used to make some types of rubbers, 
lubricants, dyes, detergents, drugs, and pesticides. Natural 
sources of benzene include emissions from volcanoes and 
forest fires. Benzene is also a natural part of crude oil, 
gasoline, and cigarette smoke. 

What happens to benzene when it enters the 
environment?

‘ Industrial processes are the main source of benzene in 
the environment. 
‘ Benzene can pass into the air from water and soil. 
‘ It reacts with other chemicals in the air and breaks down 
within a few days. 
‘ Benzene in the air can attach to rain or snow and be 
carried back down to the ground. 

‘ It breaks down more slowly in water and soil, and can 
pass through the soil into underground water. 
‘ Benzene does not build up in plants or animals. 

How might I be exposed to benzene? 

‘ Outdoor air contains low levels of benzene from tobacco 
smoke, automobile service stations, exhaust from motor 
vehicles, and industrial emissions. 
‘ Vapors (or gases) from products that contain benzene, 
such as glues, paints, furniture wax, and detergents, can also 
be a source of exposure. 
‘ Air around hazardous waste sites or gas stations will 
contain higher levels of benzene. 
‘ Working in industries that make or use benzene. 

How can benzene affect my health? 

Breathing very high levels of benzene can result in death, 
while high levels can cause drowsiness, dizziness, rapid 
heart rate, headaches, tremors, confusion, and 
unconsciousness. Eating or drinking foods containing high 
levels of benzene can cause vomiting, irritation of the 
stomach, dizziness, sleepiness, convulsions, rapid heart rate, 
and death. 

The major effect of benzene from long-term exposure is on 
the blood. Benzene causes harmful effects on the bone 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, Public Health Service 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
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Federal Recycling Program  Printed on Recycled Paper 

ToxFAQsTM Internet address is http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html 

Where can I get more information? For more information, contact the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry, Division of Toxicology and Environmental Medicine, 1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop F-32, Atlanta, GA 30333. Phone: 
1-800-232-4636, FAX:  770-488-4178. ToxFAQs Internet address via WWW is http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html.  ATSDR 
can tell you where to find occupational and environmental health clinics. Their specialists can recognize, evaluate, and treat 
illnesses resulting from exposure to hazardous substances. You can also contact your community or state health or environmental
quality department if you have any more questions or concerns. 

marrow and can cause a decrease in red blood cells leading 
to anemia. It can also cause excessive bleeding and can 
affect the immune system, increasing the chance for 
infection.

Some women who breathed high levels of benzene for many 
months had irregular menstrual periods and a decrease in the 
size of their ovaries, but we do not know for certain that 
benzene caused the effects. It is not known whether 
benzene will affect fertility in men. 

How likely is benzene to cause cancer? 

Long-term exposure to high levels of benzene in the air can 
cause leukemia, particularly acute myelogenous leukemia, 
often referred to as AML.  This is a cancer of the blood-
forming organs. The Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) has determined that benzene is a known 
carcinogen. The International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC) and the EPA have determined that benzene is 
carcinogenic to humans. 

How can benzene affect children? 

Children can be affected by benzene exposure in the same 
ways as adults. It is not known if children are more 
susceptible to benzene poisoning than adults. 

Benzene can pass from the mother’s blood to a fetus. Animal 
studies have shown low birth weights, delayed bone 
formation, and bone marrow damage when pregnant animals 
breathed benzene. 

How can families reduce the risks of exposure to 
benzene?

Benzene exposure can be reduced by limiting contact with 
gasoline and cigarette smoke. Families are encouraged not to 

smoke in their house, in enclosed environments, or near their 
children.

Is there a medical test to determine whether I’ve 
been exposed to benzene? 

Several tests can show if you have been exposed to 
benzene. There is a test for measuring benzene in the breath; 
this test must be done shortly after exposure. Benzene can 
also be measured in the blood; however, since benzene 
disappears rapidly from the blood, this test is only useful for 
recent exposures. 

In the body, benzene is converted to products called 
metabolites. Certain metabolites can be measured in the 
urine. The metabolite S-phenylmercapturic acid in urine is a 
sensitive indicator of benzene exposure. However, this test 
must be done shortly after exposure and is not a reliable 
indicator of how much benzene you have been exposed to, 
since the metabolites may be present in urine from other 
sources.

Has the federal government made recommendations 
to protect human health? 

The EPA has set the maximum permissible level of benzene in 
drinking water at 5 parts benzene per billion parts of water (5 
ppb).

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
has set limits of 1 part benzene per million parts of workplace 
air (1 ppm) for 8 hour shifts and 40 hour work weeks. 

References

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). 
2007. Toxicological Profile for Benzene (Update).  Atlanta, GA: 
U.S. Department of Public Health and Human Services, Public 
Health Service. 

BENZENE
CAS # 71-43-2 
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Appendix 5
Meeting Locations
St. Mary’s of the Nativity
Parish Hall
26 Church Street
PO Box 435
Nassau, NY 12123
Phone: (518) 766-2701
Fax: (518) 766-7535
Email: franfair@nycap.rr.com

Chandler Young VFW Post 8162
7 Lyons Lake Rd.
Nassau, NY, 12123 
518-766-3577



44 Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site | Community Involvement Plan

       

Appendix 6
Acronyms and Abbreviations

AOC   Administrative Order on Consent

ARAR   Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements

ATSDR  Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

CAG   Community Advisory Group

CIP  Community Involvement Plan

EPA  Environmental Protection Agency

IR   Information Repository

ISSI   Initial Supplemental Site Investigation

NCP  National Contingency Plan

NPL   National Priorities List

NYSDEC  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

NYSDOH  New York State Department of Health

OSHA   Occupational Safety and Health Administration

PCB  Polychlorinated Biphenyls

PRP   Potentially Responsible Parties

RI/FS   Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study

ROD   Record of Decision

RPM   Remedial Project Manager

SAP   Sampling and Analysis Plan

TAG   Technical Assistance Grant

TCE  Trichloroethylene

UAO   Unilateral Administrative Order

VOC  Volatile Organic Compounds
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Appendix 7
Glossary
Administrative Order on Consent – A legal agreement 
signed by the EPA and an individual, business, or other 
entity through which the violator agrees to pay for 
correction of violations, take the required corrective or 
cleanup actions, or refrain from an activity. It describes 
the actions to be taken, may be subject to a comment 
period, applies to civil actions, and can be enforced in 
court.

Administrative Record – All documents which the 
EPA considered or relied on in selecting the response 
action at a Superfund site, culminating in the Record of 
Decision for remedial action, or an action memorandum 
for removal actions.

Advisory – State-generated health warning regarding 
the consumption of contaminated animals (e.g., fish, 
waterfowl). These advisories include advice on how to 
reduce exposures to chemical contaminants in fish and 
game by avoiding or reducing consumption and by 
the use of filleting/trimming and cooking techniques to 
further reduce contaminant levels.

In New York State, these advisories are issued by the 
New York State Department of Health (see Appendix 8).

Aquatic – Living or growing in or on the water.

Aquifer – An underground geological formation or 
group of formations, containing water. Aquifers are 
sources of ground water for wells and springs. 

Biota – All living organisms in a given area.

Carcinogen – A chemical or physical agent capable of 
causing cancer. 

Community Advisory Group – A committee, task force, 
or board comprised of citizens affected by a hazardous 
waste site. CAGs provide a public forum for community 
members to present and discuss their needs and 
concerns about the decision-making process at sites 
affecting them.

Community Involvement – The term used by the EPA 
to identify its process for engaging in dialogue and 
collaboration with communities affected by Superfund 
sites. EPA community involvement is founded in the 
belief that people have a right to know what the Agency 
is doing in their community and to have a say in it. Its 
purpose is to give people the opportunity to become 
involved in the Agency’s activities and to help shape the 
decisions that are made.

Community Involvement Coordinator (CIC) – 
Community Involvement Coordinators (CICs) are 
assigned to specific projects to assist communities in 
their interaction with the EPA and ensure that technical 
staff is aware of issues that concern the public in relation 
to the work the EPA is doing. As liaisons between 
technical project managers and the community, CICs 
provide opportunities for two-way communication 
throughout the life of a project.

Community Involvement Plan (CIP) – A Community 
Involvement Plan (CIP) is a site- specific strategy to 
enable meaningful community involvement throughout 
the Superfund cleanup process. CIPs specify EPA-
planned community involvement activities to address 
community needs, concerns, and expectations that 
are identified through community interviews and                                     
other means.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980, 
as amended by the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act of 1986 – This law, enacted 
by Congress on December 11, 1980, created the 
Superfund program. Specifically, CERCLA (1) established 
prohibitions and requirements concerning closed and 
abandoned hazardous waste sites, (2) provided for 
liability of persons responsible for releases of hazardous 
waste at these sites, and (3) established a trust fund to 
provide for cleanup when no responsible party could be 
identified.

Consent Decree – A legal document submitted by the 
Department of Justice on behalf of the EPA for approval 
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by a federal judge to settle a case. A consent decree can 
be used to formalize an agreement reached between 
the EPA and potentially responsible parties (PRPs) for 
cleanup at a Superfund site. Consent decrees also are 
signed by regulated facilities to cease or correct certain 
actions or processes that are polluting the environment 
and include payment of penalties. The Clean Water Act, 
Clean Air Act, Toxic Substances Control Act, and others 
all use consent decrees. 

Contamination – Introduction into water, air, and soil of 
microorganisms, chemicals, toxic substances, wastes, or 
wastewater in a concentration that makes the medium 
unfit for its next intended use.

Ecosystem – The sum of all the living plants and 
animals, their interactions, and the physical components 
in a particular area. 

Evaluation Criteria – The nine evaluation criteria are as 
follows: 1) Overall protection of human health and the 
environment, 2) Compliance with ARARs (applicable 
or relevant and appropriate standards), 3) Long-term 
effectiveness and permanence, 4) Reduction of toxicity, 
mobility or volume, 5) Short-term effectiveness, 6) 
Implementability, 7) Cost, 8) State acceptance, and 9) 
Community acceptance.

Feasibility Study – Analysis of the practicability of a 
proposal; e.g., a description and analysis of potential 
cleanup alternatives for a site such as one on the 
National Priorities List. The feasibility study usually 
recommends selection of a cost-effective alternative. 
It usually starts as soon as the remedial investigation is 
underway; together, they are commonly referred to as 
the "RI/FS". 

Field Sampling Plan – A project planning document 
that describes the number, type, and location of samples 
to be collected. It also describes the type of analysis 
needed for each sample.

Geophysical Surveys - The systematic collection of 
geophysical data for spatial studies. 

Geotechnical – Below-ground investigation by boring, 
sampling, and testing the soil strata to establish its 
compressibility, strength, and other characteristics likely 
to influence an earth-moving project.

Ground Water – The supply of fresh water found 

beneath the Earth's surface, usually in aquifers, which 
supply wells and springs. 

Health Assessment – An evaluation of available data 
on existing or potential risks to human health posed by 
a Superfund site. The Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry (ATSDR) of the Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) is required to perform 
such an assessment at every site on the National                 
Priorities List.

Information Repository – An information repository is a 
location in a public building that is convenient for local 
residents, such as a public school, city hall, or library, that 
contains information about a Superfund site, including 
technical reports and reference documents.

Interim Remedial Measure (IRM) - A cleanup action 
taken to protect public health and the environment while 
long-term solutions are being developed.

Lead Agency – An agency such as the EPA or other 
federal agencies and state agencies that plan and 
implement response actions under the National 
Contingency Plan (NCP) (e.g., the agency that has 
the primary responsibility for coordinating a CERCLA 
response action).

National Contingency Plan (NCP) - The National Oil 
and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency 
Plan, more commonly called the National Contingency 
Plan or NCP, is the federal government's blueprint for 
responding to both oil spills and hazardous substance 
releases. The National Contingency Plan is the result 
of our country's efforts to develop a national response 
capability and promote overall coordination among the 
hierarchy of responders and contingency plans. 

National Priorities List – The EPA's list of the most 
serious uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste 
sites identified for possible long-term remedial action 
under Superfund. The list is based primarily on the score 
a site receives from the Hazard Ranking System. The EPA 
is required to update the NPL at least once a year. A site 
must be on the NPL to receive money from the Trust 
Fund for remedial action. 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) – A group of toxic, 
persistent chemicals used in electrical transformers and 
capacitors for insulating purposes, and in gas pipeline 
systems as lubricant. The sale and new use of these 

Appendix 7
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chemicals, also known as PCBs, were banned by law in 1979.

Potentially Responsible Party - Any individual or 
company--including owners, operators, transporters or 
generators--potentially responsible for, or contributing 
to a spill or other contamination at a Superfund site. 
Whenever possible, through administrative and legal 
actions, the EPA requires PRPs to clean up hazardous sites 
they have contaminated.

Proposed Plan - A plan for a site cleanup that is available 
to the public for comment.

Public Availability Session - Informal public sessions 
that often use poster displays and fact sheets and that 
include EPA personnel and contractors who are available 
to discuss issues and answer questions. Public availability 
sessions offer the public the opportunity to learn about 
project-related issues and to interact with the EPA 
on a one-to-one basis. Public availability sessions do 
not require the use of court reporters and transcripts, 
although meeting summaries may be issued through 
community updates.

Public Comment Period - The time allowed for the 
members of an affected community to express views 
and concerns regarding an action proposed to be taken 
by the EPA, such as a rulemaking, permit, or Superfund 
remedy selection.

Public Meeting - Formal public sessions that are 
characterized by a presentation to the public followed by 
a question-and-answer session. Formal public meetings 
may involve the use of a court reporter and the issuance 
of transcripts. Formal public meetings are required only 
for the Proposed Plan and 
ROD amendments.

Record of Decision (ROD) – A public document that 
explains which cleanup alternative(s) will be used at 
National Priority List Sites.

Remedial Design (RD) - A phase of remedial action 
that follows the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 
and includes development of engineering drawings and 
specifications for a site cleanup.

Remedial Investigation (RI) – An in-depth study 
designed to gather data needed to determine the nature 
and extent of contamination at a Superfund site; establish 
site cleanup criteria; identify preliminary alternatives for 

remedial action; and support technical and cost analyses 
of alternatives. The remedial investigation is usually 
done with the feasibility study. Together they are usually 
referred to as the "RI/FS".

Remedial Project Manager - The EPA or State official 
responsible for overseeing on-site remedial action.

Remedy – Long-term action that stops or substantially 
reduces a release or threat of a release of hazardous 
substances.

Responsiveness Summary - A summary of oral and/
or written public comments received by the EPA during 
a comment period on key EPA documents, and EPA's 
response to those comments.

Riparian – Areas adjacent to rivers and streams. These 
areas often have a high density, diversity, and productivity 
of plant and animal species relative to nearby uplands. 

Risk Assessment – Qualitative and quantitative evaluation 
of the risk posed to human health and/or the environment 
by the actual or potential presence and/or release of 
specific pollutants.

Sediment – Topsoil, sand, and minerals washed from the 
land into water, usually after rain or snow melt.

Slurry Wall - Barriers used to contain the flow of 
contaminated water or a subsurface liquid. Slurry walls are 
constructed by digging a trench around a contaminated 
area and filling it with an impermeable material that 
prevents water from passing through it. The ground water 
or contaminated liquids can then be exacted or treated 
within the area confined by the 
slurry wall. 

Stakeholder - Any organization, governmental entity, or 
individual that has a stake in or may be affected by the 
Superfund program.

Superfund – The program operated under the legislative 
authority of CERCLA and Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act (SARA) that funds and carries out 
EPA solid waste emergency and long-term removal and 
remedial activities. These activities include establishing 
the National Priorities List, investigating sites for inclusion 
on the list, determining their priority, and conducting and/
or supervising cleanup and other remedial actions.

Appendix 7
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Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) - As part of the 
Superfund program, Technical Assistance Grants of up 
to $50,000 are provided to citizens' groups to obtain 
assistance in interpreting information related to clean-
ups at Superfund sites or those proposed for the 
National Priorities List. Grants are used by such groups 
to hire technical advisors to help them understand the 
site-related technical information for the duration of 
response activities.

Toxicity – The degree to which a substance or mixture of 
substances can harm humans or animals.

Unilateral Administrative Order (UAO) – A legal 
document issued by the EPA directing a potentially 
responsible party to perform site cleanup. A UAO sets 
forth the liability of the party for the cleanup, describes 
actions to be taken, and subjects the recipient to 
penalties and damages for noncompliance. Unilateral 
orders may be enforced in court. A UAO is EPA's most 
potent enforcement tool and a powerful settlement 
incentive. The EPA usually only issues them to parties 
that are the largest contributors of waste to a site, are 
financially viable, and against whom there is strong 
evidence of liability.

Work Plan - Defines both data needs and the 
methods needed for the analysis phase. It includes 
project objectives, data requirements, assessment 
and measurement endpoints, sampling and analysis 
procedures, quality assurance objectives and 
procedures, and a work schedule.

Appendix 7
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Appendix 8
Key Contacts

EPA 

Ben Conetta
Remedial Project Manager 
EPA Region 2 
290 Broadway, 20th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
Phone: (212) 637-3030 
conetta.benny@epa.gov 

Larisa Romanowski
Community Involvement Coordinator 
EPA Region 2 
Hudson River Field Office 
421 Lower Main Street 
Hudson Falls, NY 12839 
Phone: (518) 747-4389 
romanowski.larisa@epa.gov 

New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

Mike Komoroske, P.E. 
Former Site Project Coordinator
NYSDEC
Remedial Bureau B
Division of Environmental Remediation
625 Broadway, 12th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-7016
Phone: (518) 402-9802
Fax: (518) 402-9819
jkomoro@gw.dec.state.ny.us

New York State Department of Health

Chris Doroski
Public Health Specialist
Bureau of Environmental Exposure Investigation
547 River Street
Troy, NY 12180
Phone: (518) 402-7860
cmd16@health.state.ny.us

Town of Nassau

David F. Fleming, Jr.
Supervisor, Town of Nassau
29 Church Street
P.O. Box 587
Nassau, NY 12123
Phone: (518) 766-3559 
supervisor@townofnassau.org 

Fred McCagg 
Town of Nassau Highway Superintendent
Phone: (518) 766-9417 (garage)
Nassauhighway@taconic.net

Village of Nassau

Charles H. Collins
Mayor, Village of Nassau
PO Box 452
40 Malden St.
Nassau, NY 12123
Phone: (518) 766-3044
Fax: (518) 766-2939

Town of Schodack

Dennis Dowds
Supervisor, Town of Schodack
265 Schuurman Rd.
Castleton, NY 12033
Phone: (518) 477-7918
Fax: (518) 477-9594
dennis.dowds@schodack.org
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Rensselaer County Legislators, District 4

Martin T. Reid, Chairman
Alex Shannon
Judith Breselor
Rensselaer County Legislature
Rensselaer County Government Center
1600 Seventh Avenue
Troy, NY 12180
Phone: (518) 270-2880
Fax: (518) 270-2983 (fax)
mreid@rensco.com 
ashannon@rensco.com
jbreselor@rensco.com

State Representatives

Steve McLaughlin
NYS Assembly – 108th District
Albany Office
LOB 533
Albany, NY 12248
Phone: (518) 455-5777

District Office
1654 Columbia Turnpike
Castleton-on-Hudson, NY 12033
Phone: (518) 479-0542
mclaughlins@assembly.state.ny.us

Roy J. McDonald
NYS Senate, 43rd District
Albany Office 
188 State Street Room 918, Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247 
United States
Phone: (518) 455-2381 

Troy District Office
Hedley Building, Suite 1004
Troy, NY 12180
Phone: (518) 274-4616
mcdonald@senate.state.ny.us

U.S. House of Representatives

Chris Gibson
20th Congressional District
Washington, D.C. Office
502 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5614
Fax: (202) 225-1168

Kinderhook Office 
2 Hudson St., PO Box 775
Kinderhook, NY 12106 
Phone: (518) 610-8133

U.S. Senators

Charles E. Schumer
U.S. Senator for New York
Washington D.C. Office
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-6542
Fax: (202) 228-3027

Albany/Capital District Office
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Office Building
11A Clinton Ave.
Room 420
Albany, NY 12207
Phone: (518) 431-4070
Fax: (518) 431-4076

Kristen Gillibrand
U.S. Senator for New York
Washington D.C. Office
478 Russell
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-4451
Fax: (202) 228-0282

Albany/Capital District Office
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Office Building
11A Clinton Ave.
Room 821 
Albany, NY 12207
Phone: (518) 431-0120
Fax: (518) 431-0128
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Appendix 9
Media Contacts
Troy Record
501 Broadway
Troy, NY 12180
Phone: (518) 270-1200
http://www.troyrecord.com/  

Albany Times Union
645 Albany Shaker Road
Albany, NY 12211
Mailing Address: Box 15000, News Plaza
Albany, NY 12212
Phone: (518) 454-5694
http://www.timesunion.com/ 

Sand Lake Advertiser
29 Sheer Rd.
P.O. Box 70
Averill Park, NY 12018
Phone: (518) 674-2841
Fax: (518) 674-8680
http://www.crwnewspapers.net/16.html 

Capital Region YNN
YNN 
104 Watervliet Avenue Extension 
Albany, NY 12206
Phone: (518) 641-NEWS (6397)
http://capitalregion.ynn.com/
 
News Channel 13 WNYT Albany
715 N. Pearl St.
Albany, NY 12204
Phone: (800) 999-WNYT
http://wnyt.com/index.shtml

FOX23 News
28 Corporate Circle
Albany, NY 12203
Phone: (518) 862-2323 
http://www.fox23news.com/default.aspx

NEWS10 ABC Albany
341 Northern Boulevard
Albany, NY 12204
Phone: (518) 436-4822
http://www.news10.com/

WRGB-TV Channel 6
1400 Balltown Road
Niskayuna, NY 12309
Phone: (518) 346-6666
http://www.cbs6albany.com/
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Appendix 10
Information Repository and EPA Web Site
Nassau Free Library
18 Church Street
Nassau, NY 12123
Phone: (518) 766-2715
http://www.nassaufreelibrary.org/

EPA Region 2, Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site: 
http://www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/dewey/ 

http://www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/dewey
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Appendix 11
Site Map
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