
 

 

 
 
 
 
       September 26, 2014 
 
 
 
 
Mr. David F. Fleming, Jr. 
Office of the Supervisor 
Town of Nassau 
29 Church Street 
P.O. Box 587 
Nassau, New York  12123 
 
Dear Supervisor Fleming:  
 
 I write to reassure you that the public drinking water in the vicinity of the Dewey-Loeffel 
landfill is safe. The New York State Department of Health (Department) oversees testing for 
public water supplies, which, for the area surrounding the Dewey-Loeffel site, are administered 
by the Rensselaer County Health Department. Data from private wells are reviewed by the 
Department and private well water is treated as necessary to meet state and federal drinking 
water standards. Department staff have reviewed the data from these water supplies and have 
found that they have no exceedances of drinking water standards.  
 
 The stories you have seen in the newspaper this week pertain to a settlement that the 
Department reached with Pace Analytical Services, Inc. (Pace) on June 26, 2014 regarding an 
unapproved modification to a testing methodology the company has since corrected. As part of 
the settlement, Pace notified all of its clients whose samples were analyzed using that 
methodology so they could assess what, if any, impact it had on their projects. The company also 
offered to re-test for any client that was concerned. To date, the Department has not been 
contacted by any Pace client having concerns with the testing, including the consultants that 
were hired to do environmental monitoring near the Dewey-Loeffel site.  
 
 Further, the United States Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed matters 
concerning Dewey-Loeffel and has expressed to the Department their satisfaction that the water 
treatment plant at the site is working properly and effectively, and that the basis for its decision-
making in connection with remediation of the site is unaffected. 
 
 If the Department had any concerns with drinking water in your community, the Town 
and the community would have been advised of any necessary precautions. As this was not the 
case, no notifications were made. Please feel free to contact the Department directly at any time 
you have concerns or questions. The Department shares your concern for the public health of the 



 

 

people of the Town of Nassau and throughout New York State and stands firm in its commitment 
to promote the health of all New Yorkers.  
 
       Sincerely,  
 
 
 
       Howard A. Zucker, M.D., J.D.  
       Acting Commissioner of Health 
 
cc:  Hon. Charles Schumer, United States Senate 
 Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, United States Senate 
 Hon. Chris Gibson, United States House of Representatives 
 Hon. Kathy Marchione, New York State Senate 
 Hon. Steve McLaughlin, New York State Assembly 
 


