
EPA emails to Supervisor Fleming regarding Valatie Kill discharge - July 26, 2016 

 

Supervisor Fleming,  

The July 6, 2016  treated effluent result of 8.7 parts per billion (ppb) for 1,4-dioxane is representative of 
the discharge prior to the completion of a carbon filter change-out on July 7, 2016. For the sampling 
conducted on July 13, 2016, which is representative of the treated effluent after the replacement of the 
lead carbon filter unit, the treated effluent for 1,4-dioxane was 0.090 J ppb.  

As you may be aware, a USGS gauging station is located near the discharge location of the treated 
effluent in the Valatie Kill. The average flow in the Valatie Kill on July 6, 2016, according to the USGS 
gauging station, was approximately 0.519 cubic feet per second, or 233 gallons per minute (gpm). The 
effective flow rate of the Dewey Loeffel treatment plant on July 6, 2016 was 5.94 gpm. As a requirement 
of the permit equivalency issued for the discharge of the treated effluent to the Valatie Kill, whole 
effluent toxicity testing is performed quarterly to monitor the treated effluent’s effect on aquatic 
organisms. This testing takes into consideration flow rates collected from the USGS gauging station, 
including low flow conditions. The results of the whole effluent toxicity testing have consistently 
demonstrated that the treated effluent meets the permit equivalency’s requirements for the survival, 
growth and reproducibility of the aquatic test organisms. 

In your email, you reference the New Hampshire drinking water standard of 0.35 ppb.  It is important to 
note that the Valatie Kill is not utilized as a drinking water source. 

Should you wish to discuss further, please do not hesitate to contact me at 518-407-0400. 

Thank you, 

Joe 

From: david.fleming [mailto:david.fleming@townofnassau.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 9:58 AM 
To: Romanowski, Larisa <Romanowski.Larisa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Battipaglia, Joseph <Battipaglia.Joseph@epa.gov>; Lani Richards <lani.richards@townofnassau.org>; 
fred.mccagg <fred.mccagg@townofnassau.org> 
Subject: Re: EPA Update on Sampling of Treated Water from the Treatment Plant at the Dewey Loeffel 
Landfill Superfund Site Located in Nassau, Rensselaer County 

There is almost no water flow in the Valatie Kill and you are discharging nearly 9ppb of 
1,4-dioxane into the waterway. 

I sincerely hope you don't come to us in a year and say we are the new Hoosick 
Falls.  As you will recall, New Hampshire has a .35ppb drinking water standard. 

Assuming a creek that is barely flowing has sufficient flow during this drought period to 
dilute this pollution is a mistake. 

callto:518-407-0400


David F. Fleming, Jr., Supervisor 
Town of Nassau 
29 Church Street, P.O. Box 587 
Nassau, New York  12123 
518.766.3559 ext. 2 
www.townofnassau.org 

  

 

From: "Larisa Romanowski" <Romanowski.Larisa@epa.gov> 
To: "Larisa Romanowski" <Romanowski.Larisa@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 9:43:06 AM 
Subject: EPA Update on Sampling of Treated Water from the Treatment Plant at the 
Dewey Loeffel Landfill Superfund Site Located in Nassau, Rensselaer County  

The data from the sampling conducted on July 6, 2016 is now available on EPA’s Dewey Loeffel Landfill 
Superfund Site webpage.  

On July 7, the first carbon filter unit in the plant (known as the lead) was replaced. The next sampling 
event, after the carbon filter was replaced, occurred on July 13. The July 13 results are expected next 
week. 

For more information about the site, and to view the most recent sampling results, visit 
www.epa.gov/superfund/dewey-loeffel-landfill. The sampling data is now located in the middle of the 
Dewey Loeffel homepage in the “Topics in Focus” text box.   

Larisa W. Romanowski 

Public Affairs Specialist 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 2 Hudson River Field Office  

187 Wolf Road, Suite 303  

Albany, NY 12205 

(518) 407-0400 

romanowski.larisa@epa.gov  
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