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APPENDIX A 
 
Defined Terms This Appendix provides the meaning of terms as used in the Town of 
Nassau Sewer Use Law as referenced in and made part of the Sewer Use Law pursuant to 
Section 201 of said Law.  

Abnormal Sewage - Sewage whose concentration of one or more characteristics of 
normal sewage exceeds the maximum concentrations of the characteristics of normal 
sewage. See normal sewage. 

Applicant - That person who makes application for any permit. The applicant may be an 
owner or his agent. 

BOD, denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand - The result obtained when using an 
approved laboratory procedure to determine the quantity of oxygen utilized in the aerobic 
biochemical oxidation of organic matter or in a sample, expressed in milligrams per liter. 

Building Drain - That part of the lowest horizontal piping of a building drainage system 
which receives the discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the 
building walls, and conveys it to the building lateral. 

Building Inspector – The appointed official of the Town of Nassau whom has the 
authority to issue permits, make inspections, and do such other things as identified in the 
Law.   

Code Enforcement Officer or CEO – The appointed official of the Town of Nassau 
whom has the authority to issue permits, make inspections, and do such other things as 
identified in this Law. 

Connection - Attachment of one user to a sewer. (See Extension) 

Connection Charge (Tap Fee) - The one time application fee to offset Town of Nassau 
expenses to process an application for a connection of a building/street lateral to the 
public sewer. The fee also covers plan review, permit issuance, street repair cost, and 
inspection costs. The fee may be scaled to the amount of work involved, or to the size of 
the public sewer involved. 

Cooling Water - The water discharged from any system of condensation, air 
conditioning, refrigeration, or other sources. It shall contain no polluting substances. 

County – Rensselear County in which the Town of Nassau is located. Said term also 
includes the County Sewer District and the County Sewer Treatment facilities to which 
wastewater from the Town of Nassau Sewer District will be treated.  

Direct Discharge - The discharge of treated or untreated wastewater directly to the 
Waters of the State of New York. (For reference, see Indirect Discharge.) 

Domestic Wastes - see Sewage, Domestic. 
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Easement - An acquired legal right for the specific use of land owned by others. 

Extension - Attachment of a sewer line, with more than one user, to an existing sewer 
line. 

Facility - All buildings, other structures, grounds and contiguous property at any 
locations related to or connected with a user at the user's location. 

Floatable Oil - Oil, grease, or fat in a physical state such that it will separate by gravity 
from wastewater by treatment in a wastewater treatment facility. 

Flow Rate - The quantity of liquid or waste that flows in a certain period of time. 

Forcemain – See street lateral. 

Garbage - The solid wastes from the preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food, from 
the handling, storage, and sale of produce, and from the packaging and canning of food. 

Grinder Pump – the unit which pumps and grinds the waste from the Building Lateral 
and which is installed at the end of the Service Lateral for each user property to which the 
Building Lateral is connected 

Indirect Discharge - The introduction of wastewater into a POTW for treatment and 
ultimate discharge of the treated effluent to the State's Waters. (For reference, see Direct 
Discharge). 

Industrial - Meaning or pertaining to industry, manufacturing, commerce, trade, 
business, or institution, and is distinguished from domestic or residential. 

Industrial Wastes - The liquid or liquid-carried solid, liquid and/or gaseous wastes from 
industrial manufacturing processes, trade, service, utility, or business, as distinct from 
sanitary sewage. 

Infiltration - Water, other than wastewater, that enters a sewer system (excluding 
building drains) from the ground through such means as defective pipes, pipe joints, 
connections, or manholes. Infiltration does not include, and is distinguished from, inflow. 
Infiltration is inadvertent, that is, not purposely designed or built into the sewer or drain. 

Inflow - Water, other than wastewater, that enters a sewer system (including building 
drains) from sources such as, but not limited to, roof leaders, cellar drains, area drains, 
drains from springs and swampy areas, manhole covers, cross connections between storm 
sewers and sanitary sewers, catch basins, cooling towers, storm waters, foundation drains, 
swimming pools, surface runoff, street wash waters, or drainage. Inflow does not include, 
and is distinguished from, infiltration. Inflow is purposely designed and/or built into the 
sewer or drain. 

Institutional or Institutional User – A user of the sewer system that provides 
community services as the principal use of its property.  
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Interference - A discharge which, alone or in conjunction with discharges by other 
sources inhibits or disrupts the Sewer System, its treatment processes or operations, or its 
sludge processes, use or disposal. 

Lateral, Building - The sewer extension from the building drain to the Grinder Pump or 
Service Lateral. 

Lateral, Service - The sewer extension from the public sewer or Street Lateral to the user 
property typically ending with the Grinder Pump. 

Lateral, Street – The sewer collection pipe to which the Service Lateral for each user 
property is connected and which collects and carries the wastewater from the users and 
transports same for treatment at the County treatment facility. May also be referred to as 
the “public sewer” or “forcemain.” 

Law – The Town of Nassau Sewer Use Law. 

Natural Outlet - Any outlet, including storm sewers and combined sewer overflows, to 
State's Waters. 

Nuisance - The use or lack of use of the POTW in such a manner so as to endanger life 
or health, give offense to the senses, or obstruct or otherwise interfere with the reasonable 
use or maintenance of the POTW. 

Other Wastes - Garbage (shredded or unshredded), refuse, wood, egg shells, coffee 
grounds, sawdust, shavings, bark, sand, lime, ashes, and all other discarded matter not 
normally present in sewage or industrial wastes. Also, the discarded matter not normally 
present in sewage or industrial waste. 

Permit - A temporary revocable written document allowing use of the Sewer System for 
specified wastes over a limited period of time, containing sampling locations and 
reporting frequencies, and requiring other actions as authorized by this Law. 

Person - Any individual, public or private corporation, political subdivision, Federal, 
State, or local agency or entity, association, trust, estate or any other legal entity 
whatsoever. 

pH - The logarithm (base 10) of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogenions, in gram 
moles per liter of solution. A pH value of 7.0, the pH scale midpoint, represents 
neutrality. Values above 7.0 represent alkaline conditions. Values below 7.0 represent 
acid conditions. 

Pollutant - Any material placed into or onto the State's waters, lands and/or airs, which 
interferes with the beneficial use of that water, land and/or air by any living thing at any 
time. 
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Pretreatment (Treatment) - The reduction of the amount of pollutants, the elimination 
of pollutants, or the alteration of the nature of pollutant properties in wastewater to a less 
harmful state prior to or in lieu of discharging or otherwise introducing such pollutants 
into a POTW. The reduction or alteration can be achieved by physical, chemical, or 
biological process, process changes, or by other means, except as prohibited by 40 CFR, 
Section 403.6 (D). 

Receiving Waters - A natural water course or body of water (usually Waters of the 
State) into which treated or untreated sewage is discharged. 

Records - Shall include, but not be limited to, any printed, typewritten, handwritten or 
otherwise recorded matter of whatever character (including paper or electronic media), 
including but not limited to, letters, files, memoranda, directives, notes and notebooks, 
correspondence, descriptions, telephone call slips, photographs, permits, applications, 
reports, compilations, films, graphs and inspection reports. For the purposes of this law, 
records shall mean records of and relating to waste generation, reuse and disposal, and 
shall include records of usage of raw materials. 

Septage - All liquids and solids in and removed from septic tanks, holding tanks, 
cesspools, or approved type of chemical toilets, including but not limited to those serving 
private residences, commercial establishments, institutions, and industries. Also sludge 
from small sewage treatment plants. Septage shall not have been contaminated with 
substances of concern or priority pollutants. 

Septic Tank - A private domestic sewage treatment system consisting of an underground 
tank (with suitable baffling), constructed in accordance with any and/or all local and State 
requirements. 

Sewage - A combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business buildings, 
institutions, and industrial establishments, and such ground, surface, and storm water as 
may be inadvertently present. The admixture of sewage, as defined above, with industrial 
wastes and other wastes shall also be considered "sewage", within the meaning of this 
definition. 

Sewage, Domestic (Domestic Wastes) - Liquid wastes from the non-commercial 
preparation, cooking, and handling of food, liquid wastes containing human excrement 
and similar matter from the sanitary conveniences in dwellings, commercial buildings, 
industrial buildings, and institutions, or liquid wastes from clothes washing and/or 
floor/wall washing. Therefore, domestic sewage includes both black water and grey 
water. (See Sewage, Sanitary.) 

Sewer - A pipe or conduit for carrying or transporting sewage. 

Sewer, Public - A sewer in which all abutting property owners have equal rights, and the 
use of which is controlled by the (-CVT-). 

Sewer, Sanitary - A sewer which carries sewage, and to which storm, surface, and 
groundwaters are not intentionally admitted. 
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Sewer, Storm (Storm Drain) - A sewer which carries storm and surface waters and 
drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastewaters, other than cooling waters and 
other unpolluted waters. 

Sewer System - All facilities for collecting, regulating, pumping, and transporting 
wastewater away from individual properties to the treatment plant. 

Slug - A substantial deviation from normal rates of discharge or constituent concentration 
(see normal sewage) sufficient to cause interference. In any event, a discharge which, in 
concentration of any constituent or in quantity of flow, that exceeds, for any period of 
duration longer than fifteen (15) minutes, more than five (5) times the average twenty-
four (24) hour concentration or flow during normal user operations, shall constitute a 
slug. 

State - State of New York. 

Storm Water - Any flow occurring during or following any form of natural 
precipitation; also the flow resulting therefrom. 

Suspended Solids (or SS) - The result obtained, using an approved laboratory procedure, 
to determine the dry weight of solids, in a sample, that either float on the surface of, or 
are in suspension, or are settleable, and can be removed from the sample by filtration, 
expressed in milligrams per liter. 

Town - The Town of Nassau including any of its officers, employees, contractors and 
agents. 

User - Any person who contributes, causes, or permits the contribution of wastewater 
into the Sewer System. 

Wastewater - The liquid and water-carried industrial or domestic wastewaters from 
dwellings, commercial establishments, industrial facilities, and institutions, together with 
any groundwater, surface water, and storm water that may be present, whether treated or 
untreated, which is contributed into or permitted to enter the POTW. 

 


