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Re: SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION AND
SAFETY CONCERNS
ROUTE 20
TOWN OF NASSAU

Dear Supervisor Fleming:

This letter is in response to your request for a reduced speed limit on Route 20
from the Village of Nassau east to the Rensselaer/Columbia County line. As we indicated
during our meeting on November 20, 2015 we have extended the limits of our Route 20
safety study to include the Town of Nassau section.

We have completed the accident data history for the entire corridor, along the
approximately 6 mile section of Route 20, and found there were a total of 152 accidents
during the 67 month period (1/1/2010 to 7/31/2015). The accident rate for the entire
corridor is 2.54 accidents per million vehicle miles which is below the statewide rate of
2.81 accidents per million vehicle miles. Of the152 accidents we found that approximately
1/3 of these accidents were attributed to an "animal's action". 42% of the total accidents
were single vehicle "run off the road" accidents attributed mostly to either slippe ry

pavement conditions, driver falling asleep, driver inattention, or impaired driving.

In addition to reviewing the accident histo ry , radar was taken at a total of nine
different locations on along this Route 20 corridor. The results of the radar were very
consistent to the speeds taken in previous years. The combined total 85 th percentile
speed for the entire corridor is currently 57 mph with 29% of drivers exceeding the speed

li mit. Based on our findings we have determined that a reduction of the speed limit is not
warranted for this section of Route 20 at this time. However, the bridge construction
project (Bridges #1 and #3) scheduled to begin this year, will include a reduced 45 mph
Work Zone Speed Limit due to the use of an alternating one-way traffic signal system.
The 45 mph work zone speed limit will be posted in both directions during construction
and will encompass both bridges and the section of Route 20 in between.

In response to your question on the 45 mph speed zone in the Town of Schodack,
we took radar measurements at four locations along this section of Route 20, from the
9&20 split to the Village of Nassau. We found the total 85 th percentile speed to be 52 mph,
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with 78% of drivers exceeding the 45 mph speed limit. By copy of this letter we will inform
the State Police, Rensselaer County Sheriff and the Schodack Police Department so that
they can continue to monitor speeds and driver behaviors.

In an effort to improve the quality of the information provided to motorists travelling
along Route 20 we will be evaluating the existing warning signs within the study corridor.
We plan to either replace, add, or relocate signs where needed in order to meet current
standards and to add any needed conspicuity to the signs. This will include providing
advisory speeds and chevrons along the horizontal curves, as well as updating the
intersection warning signs. This review of the existing warning signs is currently
underway for the entire corridor. Once this review is complete, we will inform you of our
findings and will make any necessary changes as the weather and our workload allow.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention for review. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Rochelle Hosley or myself at (518) 457-52.83.

Sincerely,

Mark J. Kennedy
Regional Traffic Engineer

cc: Mayor Mitchell Levinn, Village of East Nassau
State Police, Troop G
Rensselaer County Sheriff
Schodack Police Department
Sam Zhou, Regional Director
Pete Melas, Resident Engineer


